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OUR  VIEWS  OF  MISSION  WORK. 


ON  EVANGELISTIC  WORK* 

Hev.  T.  H.  Acheson,  Hopkinton,  la. 

The  chief  end  of  the  Church  is  the  fa- 
miliar and  all  inclusive  aim,  the  Divine 
glory.  The  chief  end  of  the  Church,  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  this  world,  seems  to  be  the 
establishment  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ 
upon  the  earth.  Then  the  principal  aim  of 
the  Church  is  not  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  and  the  salvation  of  souls,  or  the 
uplifting  of  society,  reform  work,  or  wit- 
nessing for  the  truth  ; but  all  of  these  as 
means  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 
This  one  purpose,  with  these  subordinate 
parts,  should  be  the  aim  of  the  whole 
Church  of  Christ,  and  of  every  existing 
branch  of  that  Church.  God  does  not 
permit  one  denomination  to  say  that  its 
peculiar  work  is  evangelization,  or  instruc- 
tion, or  reformation,  or  witnessing.  Not- 
withstanding the  divided  condition  of  the 
Church,  which  we  deplore,  He  may  and 
does  in  His  providence  use  different  de- 
nominations to  accomplish  somewhat  dif- 
ferent ends,  and  one  denomination  may  feel 
called  upon  at  times  to  emphasize  neglected 
lines  ; but  there  is  only  one  right  basis, 
one  right  scheme  of  work,  one  right  aim, 
and  one  right  goal  for  the  Church.  It  is 
the  duty  of  every  denomination  to  labor 
for  Christ’s  kingdom,  and  to  labor  for  it 

* Read  at  the  Synod  cf  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Philadelphia , Pa.,  1894. 


by  witnessing,  by  discipline,  by  reform 
work  and  by  evangelization. 

Evangelistic  work  seems  to  be  the 
preaching  of  the  simple  truths  of  the  Gos- 
pel— those  that  are  more  quickly  fruitful 
in  conversion — especially  to  the  uncon- 
verted. It  is  practical,  direct,  persuasive 
preaching,  coupled  with  hand-to-hand 
effort  to  persuade  men  to  embrace  Christ ; 
rather  than  the  preaching  of  general  truth 
and  the  effort  to  build  up  those  already  in 
the  kingdom. 

It  may  seem  to  many  outside,  if  not  to 
some  inside,  that  the  Covenanter  Church 
is  not  a practical  one  for  evangelistic  work ; 
that  the  character  of  her  position,  mem- 
bers and  methods  are  not  specially 
adapted  to  the  conversion  of  souls.  On 
the  other  hand,  however,  it  may  be  said 
that  in  at  least  certain  important  lines  our 
Church  is  not  slow  in  evangelistic  enter- 
prises. Remember  her  very  large  annual 
contributions  (per  member)  to  Foreign 
Missions,  and  that  work  for  the  colored 
race,  the  Indians  and  the  Chinese,  and  also 
for  Domestic  Missions,  is  being  pushed 
steadily  on.  In  reply  again  it  may  be  said 
that  the  comparative  excellence  of  the  lives 
of  our  members,  which  they  have  been 
enabled  to  live  by  humble  dependence  on 
the  grace  of  God,  and  which  are  largely 
the  result  of  conformity  to  the  Church’s 
precepts  also,  are  a constant  testimony  to 
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the  truth  and  power  of  Christianity,  and 
are  an  invitation  to  walk  in  the  way  of  sal- 
vation. Still  further,  it  may  be  remarked 
that  the  wide  application  which  our  Church 
makes  of  the  truth  and  authority  of  Christ 
to  all  departments  of  human  activity,  her 
testimony  against  evil  and  for  truth,  her 
reform  work,  have  much  to  do  with  making 
an  open  way  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Gos- 
pel’s offer.  It  is  true  evangelistic  work  not 
only  to  offer  a man  salvation,  but  to  re- 
move the  obstacles  which  prevent  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  offer ; important  not  only 
to  persuade  a man  to  flee  from  danger,  but 
also  to  throttle  the  wild  beast  that  would 
devour  him.  Our  Church  in  proclaiming 
the  application  of  God’s  law  to  all  de- 
partments of  life  has  stood  determinedly 
against  the  evils  that  crush  the  souls  of 
men.  Responsibility  for  social  and  gov- 
ernmental obstructions  to  Mission  work  is 
to  be  laid  in  vastly  greater  degree  at  the 
door  of  other  denominations  than  at  that 
of  our  own.  If  the  principles  of  national 
Christianity,  for  which  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church  has  so  long  contended, 
were  successful  in  our  land,  where  there  is 
sufficient  Scriptural  light  for  men  to  have 
a wide  knowledge  of  the  truth,  the  salva- 
tion of  souls  would  receive  a wonderful 
impetus. 

Direct  evangelistic  work,  however,  is 
obligatory  upon  us,  and  truly  the  need  is 
great!  In  our  own  favored  land  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  half  of  our  sixty-five  million 
people  are  true  Christians.  Thirty-three 
million  of  unregenerate  about  us  show  how 
much  need  there  is  for  earnest,  active, 
aggressive,  evangelistic  work.  We  hear  at 
times  of  such  things  as  eight  hundred  con- 
versions, during  a great  revival,  in  a town 
of  twenty  thousand  people.  And  yet,  even 


if  all  these  should  prove  genuine  converts, 
how  veiy  many  unregenerate  are  left  in 
that  city  ! Mr.  Moody  not  long  since  did 
a grand  work  as  God’s  instrument  in 
Washington  City;  and  yet  how  little  would 
the  general  moral  character  of  the  city  be 
changed.  Buffalo  had,  not  long  ago,  240,- 
000  inhabitants,  and  144  churches  ; or  one 
church  to  every  1,667  persons.  New  Orleans 
had  216,090  people  and  178  churches ; one 
church  to  every  1,214  persons ; Washing- 
ton, population  203,450,  churches  181,  one 
to  1,124  ; St.  Louis,  450,000,  churches  220, 
one  to  2,045 ; Boston,  448,477,  churches 
243,  one  to  1,846 ; Brooklyn,  853,945, 
churches  355,  one  to  2,405  ; Chicago,  1,099,- 
850,  churches  384,  one  to  2,864.  All  this 
reveals  to  us  the  great  need.  How  much 
room  there  is  for  evangelistic  activity  ! In 
our  best  communities  there  are  many  who 
are  practically  indifferent  to  the  higher 
claims  of  the  word  of  God. 

As  a Church,  we  are  behind  our  obliga- 
tions and  opportunities  in  evangelistic 
work.  We  are  probably  surpassed  by  some 
other  churches  in  direct,  aggressive,  hand- 
to-hand  efforts  for  the  conversion  of  souls  ; 
and  along  with  other  churches,  we  have 
failed  in  doing  what  we  should,  and  what 
we  could,  in  this  direction.  Some  of  us 
may  have  thought  that  this  was  not  our 
work,  that  we  were  not  adapted  to  it,  that 
the  unsaved  would  hardly  be  attracted  to 
us  by  our  principles  and  practices.  What- 
ever may  be  the  reason  it  can  hardly  be  de- 
nied that  there  is  not  the  degree  of  appre 
ciation,  interest  and  activity  in  this  work 
which  its  comparative  great  importance 
and  crying  needs  demand. 

Evangelistic  work  is  necessary.  Christ 
went  here  and  there  preaching  the  Gospel 
for  the  salvation  of  men.  The  apostles 
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went  up  and  down  the  world  proclaiming 
the  word  of  life  to  sinners.  God  requires 
such  work,  and  much  of  it.  It  is  obliga- 
tory in  the  Covenanter  Church.  We  can- 
not delegate  it  to  any  other  denomination. 
If  we  cannot  do  it,  we  are  not  practical.  If 
we  are  not  practical,  we  are  not  right.  If 
we  are  right,  we  must  be  practical.  And 
we  would  find  more  success  if  we  labored 
more  in  evangelistic  work. 

It  is  evidently  appropriate  to  have  at 
times  for  the  benefit  of  congregations  or 
communities,  special  seasons  of  evangelis- 
tic activity  ; not  as  a substitute  for  regular 
work ; not  to  appoint  times  and  seasons 
when  God  must  bless  us ; but  to  produce 
some  special  thoughtfulness  and  interest 
among  the  unconverted,  and  among  the 
converted  also  for  their  unsaved  friends. 
If  it  be  well  for  us  to  have  special  meetings 
during  our  Communion  seasons,  and  at  the 
Week  of  Prayer,  why  will  it  not  be  ad- 
vantageous to  have  special  Gospel  Services 
now  and  then,  for  the  unconverted  ? A 
series  of  meetings  will  at  times  awaken  an 
interest  hardly  attainable  from  meetings 
somewhat  distant  from  one  another. 

Evangelistic  work  includes  among  its 
efficient  features  hand-to-hand  effort  for 
lost  souls,  direct  personal  approach  to  the 
unsaved  brother.  In  this  very  important 
branch  of  the  work  there  is  much  room  for 
advancement.  If  we  do  not  fail  in  this 
feature  of  the  work  more  than  some  other 
Christian  people,  we  at  least  fail  much. 
Personal  approach,  the  touch  on  the 
shoulder,  the  grasp  of  the  hand,  the  look- 
ing straight  in  the  face,  the  direct  kindly 
inquiry,  is  a prominent  connecting  link  be- 
tween the  pulpit  and  the  pew.  It  is  a 
method  which  the  minister  must  and  does 
use,  and  which  must  be  employed  by  the 


church  member.  Will  a man  with  grace 
in  his  heart  live  ten  years  beside  his  un- 
believing neighbor  and  never  speak  to  him 
about  his  soul’s  salvation  ? As  officers  of 
Christ’s  house  we  must  engage  more  in 
personal  work,  and  must  urge  more  its 
claims  upon  our  members.  To  the  man 
who  says,  “ I have  no  tact  for  such  work,” 
it  might  be  suggested : “ Where  there’s  a 
will  there’s  a way.” 

We  need  some  improvement  in  minor 
instrumentalities  in  this  work,  or  better 
adaptation  of  those  now  in  use.  The  same 
word  of  God  has  been  effective,  and  will 
be,  for  the  quickening  of  the  soul.  The 
preaching  of  a plain  straightforward  Gos- 
pel is  successful  and  will  continue  to  be  so, 
and  yet  more  simple,  informal,  direct 
preaching  is  needed  at  certain  times  in  cer- 
tain pulpits.  Also  it  does  not  seem  neces- 
sary that  there  be  a great  deal  of  singing 
in  evangelistic  service's,  and  the  Psalms  ap- 
ply to  all  departments  of  human  need. 
Christ  and  His  disciples  in  their  after  work 
did  not  emphasize  the  praise  service.  The 
preaching  of  the  word  of  God  is  the  great 
means  for  the  conversion  of  sinners.  The 
singing,  however,  should  receive  attention 
for  evangelistic  work.  We  would  not 
recommend  the  manufacturing  of  choruses 
out  of  certain  words  of  a Psalm,  though 
perhaps  the  use  of  a full  verse  for  such  pur- 
pose is  less  objectionable.  However,  a 
cheap  Psalter,  or  a smaller  book  of  selec- 
tions, containing  different  and  flexible 
metres,  with  good  music,  would  be  a help 
in  reaching  the  unsaved.  Evangelistic 
work  is  not  the  same  as  preaching  to  our 
congregations  every  Sabbath.  Different 
methods  are  sometimes  necessai’y,  and  we 
should  use  every  right  means  to  secure  the 
desired  end. 
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Evangelistic  work  is  significant  because 
of  the  benefits  that  will  thereby  result  to 
us  as  a Church  organization.  It  is  impor- 
tant for  our  continued  existence,  for  our 
growth,  for  the  youth  within  our  bounds, 
and  for  our  increase  from  the  outside.  We 
should  desire  growth  from  without  as  well 
as  from  within ; not  to  be  small,  if  we  can 
help  it.  We  should  not  be  Covenanters 


unless  we  desire  to  make  all  others,  special- 
ly the  unsaved,  even  as  we  are  ourselves. 
Evangelistic  work  is  the  lengthening  of  our 
boundaries,  the  widening  of  our  influence. 
It  is  increasing  the  endowment  fund  for 
social  and  national  reform.  It  is  broaden- 
ing the  base  and  adding  to  the  height  of 
the  watch  tower  from  whose  summit  is  pro- 
claimed the  Kingship  of  Christ. 


ITEMS  OF  MISSIONARY  INTELLIGENCE. 


ABROAD. 

Latakia,  Sybia. — A recent  letter  from 
Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart  contains  the  following 
item  of  interest : 

On  the  3d  of  June  Dr.  Balph  and  I vis- 
ited the  southern  part  of  the  field  and 
found  at  Metn  about  thirty-six  scholars 
present,  at  Tartous  thirty,  Soda  twenty- 
five,  and  all  doing  well.  We  were  very 
much  encouraged  in  view  of  the  work  of 
the  teachers  and  pupils.  At  Metn,  as 
usual,  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  adminis- 
tered, and  five  persons  besides  ourselves 
sat  down  to  the  Table.  Afterward  I 
preached  at  Tartous,  and  baptized  the 
child  of  the  teacher.  Last  Sabbath  I was 
at  Bahamra  and  Merj,  and  preached  at 
both  places,  but  as  it  is  harvest  time  not 
many  strangers  came  to  hear. 

If  the  Doctor  and  I could  only  spend 
the  summer  in  touring  among  the  vil- 
lages, it  might  prove  the  very  best  way  to 
reach  the  people.  They  are  not  afraid  now 
to  have  us  go  among  them.  Some  of  them 
are  asking  us  to  reopen  the  schools  se- 
cretly, but  I think  that  should  never  be 
done.  It  is  a ruinous  policy. 

There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  re- 


opening the  Moslem  schools.  But  we  are 
assured  that  God  has  a purpose  in  view 
and  will  glorify  Himself  in  the  results. 

We  are  just  now  (June  15)  in  receipt  of 
£20  from  the  Bible  Land’s  Aid  Society, 
being  double  their  usual  contribution, 
made  in  view  of  the  increase  of  our  ex- 
penses both  here  and  in  Suadia  for  build- 
ing and  repairs.  I have  just  written  a 
letter  of  thanks  to  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

Suadia,  Syria. — In  a recent  letter  from 
this  field,  Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds  writes  : 

Our  schools,  and  especially  our  Sab- 
bath services,  give  us  great  encouragement. 
Every  week  or  two  there  are  applicants  for 
places  in  the  schools.  Yesterday  a man 
came  urging  us  to  promise  to  take  his  son 
next  fall. 

I have  wasted  these  twenty  days  before 
writing  to  you  about  the  loss  we  sustained 
in  having  our  horses  stolen  Friday  night, 
April  6 th. 

On  the  confession  of  one  who  was 
solicited  by  the  thieves  to  assist  in  the 
robbery,  we  have  heard  the  following 
story  : Two  Circassians  from  a village  near 
Antioch  asked  the  informer  to  make  an 
opening  here  to  steal.  But  the  man  de- 
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dined  on  account  of  being  implicated  in 
so  many  former  robberies,  and  be  was 
afraid  of  being  punished  for  them  also. 
These  Circassians  then  arranged  with  two 
other  men,  who  aided  in  the  theft.  They 
came  over  the  garden  wall  near  our  house. 
Then  they  went  down  to  the  street  gate 
and  filed  the  padlock  off,  thereby  opening 
the  outside  gate.  The  stable  door  was 
not  locked.  They  put  thick  cloth  on  the 
horses’  feet  to  soften  their  steps  and  then 
led  them  out  and  took  them  away  to  a vil- 
lage near  Antioch. 

We  notified  the  Mudeer,  the  local 
authority,  who  immediately  set  about  mak- 
ing a great  fuss,  not  for  any  good  to  us  or 
harm  to  the  robbers,  but  for  his  own  ad- 
vantage. It  is  a harvest  to  him.  He  gath- 
ered up  more  than  one  hundred  sus- 
pected (?)  ones.  I think  his  chief  suspicion 
was  not  their  being  implicated  in  the  rob- 
bery, but  that  the  men  all  being  innocent 
would  be  glad  to  purchase  immunity  from 
further  annoyance  by  paying  the  Mudeer  a 
bribe  or  present. 

We  know  that  he — the  Mudeer — was 
satisfied  in  bis  own  mind  as  to  who  took 
the  horses,  for  he  said  so  to  us.  He  and 
others  here  took  forty  majedies  from  the 
men  who  carried  stone  to  us.  A majedie 
is  the  wages  of  a laboring  man  for  seven 
days’  work.  These  poor  fellows  were  told 
that  this  money  would  be  sent  to  the  rob- 
bers in  order  to  buy  the  stolen  horses,  but 
that  afterward,  when  we  would  get  our 
horses,  the  authorities  would  go  and  sell 
the  property  of  the  robbers  and  refund  this 
money.  But  no  one  here  expects  to  get  his 
money  back.  The  prevailing  opinion  is 
that  the  Mudeer  and  one  or  two  others  put 
it  into  their  pockets. 

After  professing  great  concern  for  our 


protection,  and  after  promising  to  restore 
the  horses  or  to  pay  for  them  in  eight  days, 
and  after  making  a great  ado,  he  has  con- 
cluded that  he  has  done  all  that  he  can  do 
and  has  now  turned  the  whole  case  over  to 
his  superior  officer,  the  Governor  of  An- 
tioch. We  delayed  sending  word  to  our 
Consul  in  Beirut,  hoping  to  see  our  horses 
again;  but  after  waiting  fourteen  days  we 
informed  him  of  our  loss.  To  cap  the 
whole  travesty  on  justice  and  official  in- 
tegrity, the  Mudeer  sent  to  find  out  what 
present  we  intended  to  give  him  for  his 
'■great  labor  (?)  in  our  behalf.  We  told  him 
that  he  had  accomplished  nothing  for  us, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  we  would  report 
the  whole  thing  to  our  Consul,  Mr.  Gib- 
son, in  Beirut,  which  we  have  done.  Sev- 
eral men  have  said  that  the  Mudeer  can  be 
bribed  by  the  banditti  with  a very  small 
sum  of  money,  and  thereby  secure  safety 
for  plundering.  This  robbery  is  quite  a 
draft  on  our  pocketbooks,  and  deprives  our 
wives  of  the  highly  esteemed  recreation  of 
horseback  riding. 

— In  a private  letter  from  our  medical 
missionary,  Hr.  Wm.  M.  Moore,  which  Mrs. 
Matthew  Miller,  of  New  York,  has  kindly 
sent  us,  we  find  the  following  interesting 
items  and  take  the  liberty  of  giving  them 
to  our  readers : 

Suadia  is  a very  much  out-of-the-way 
place,  and  yet  there  are  ten  or  fifteen 
thousand  people  within  easy  reach.  The 
scenery  is  most  beautiful  at  the  present 
time  (the  month  of  May),  as  everything  is 
clothed  with  living  green.  And  when  you 
get  tired  of  the  mountains,  you  can  rest 
your  eyes  on  the  blue  Mediterranean  with 
its  varied  tints. 

The  Lower  House  makes  a convenient 
home  for  the  Girls’  School  and  I think  there 
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will  be  no  trouble  in  filling  it  in  spite  of 
the  Turkish  Government.  Let  every  Cov- 
enanter praise  God  for  religious  liberty  and 
pray  that  the  dear  United  States  may  be 
brought  to  the  feet  of  Jesus,  as  loyal  sub- 
jects to  a crowned  king.  Here  we  have 
the  False  Prophet  as  king  and  the  fruit  is 
what  may  be  expected  from  every  usurper, 
misery  and  woe  indescribable.  His  yoke 
is  galling  with  no  gain. 

There  is  no  end  to  the  suffering  one  sees 
here  from  physical  ailments.  I hope  God 
will  put  money  into  the  hands  of  His  peo- 
ple to  clear  off  the  debt  incurred  by  the 
needed  alterations  in  the  Lower  House- 
For  we  are  only  waiting  to  ask  greater 
favors.  There  is  no  place  for  the  medical 
work  to  be  carried  on.  We  now  see  patients 
in  a little  room  in  the  Lower  House,  all  of 
which  is  needed  by  Miss  Cunningham  for 
the  Girls’  School.  Besides  the  inconven- 
ience and  risk  of  bringing  the  children  into 
contact  with  the  patients.  The  latter  wait  in 
the  yard,  or,  if  it  is  raining,  they  huddle  into 
the  hallway  and  fill  the  room.  If  there  are 
any  hearts  in  the  Church  that  are  cold  to 
this  wrork,  I am  sure  a few  minutes  with  us 
would  fill  them  with  pity.  Poor  little  chil- 
dren in  the  chill  of  death  are  brought  to  us 
by  ignorant,  half-starved  and  half-clad 
mothers.  I saw  many  cases  of  neglect  in 
hospital  clinics  and  in  practice  at  home,  but 
I never  dreamed  of  human  beings  suffering 
as  they  do  in  this  land  of  heathen  dark- 
ness. One  poor  widow  came  with  a pretty 
little  girl,  two  and  a half  years  old.  It  had 
an  abscess  under  the  jaw,  which  the  mother 
in  her  ignorance  had  poulticed,  till  it  had 
broken  and  formed  a fearful  sore.  I could 
count  the  little  heart-beats  by  watching  the 
large  artery  lying  bare  in  the  bottom  of 
this  great  sore.  The  child  died  in  about 


two  hours.  It  is  discouraging  to  see  such 
cases  when  there  is  reason  to  believe  that, 
if  they  had  been  taken  care  of,  life  would 
have  been  spared.  Every  physician  sees 
many  such  cases  and  the  great  necessity  is 
only  a stimulus  to  work  harder  to  over- 
come the  vice  and  ignorance. 

We  are  in  constant  need  of  white  goods 
for  bandages  and  dressings  for  surgery 
cases.  If  some  of  the  societies  would  send 
us  a box  of  old  bed  sheets  and  any  white 
garments  that  have  become  useless,  we 
would  be  very  thankful.  We  have  used  all 
our  own  except  what  we  need  to  wear. 

As  soon  as  I can  talk  well  in  Arabic  I 
hope  to  have  three  clinics  each  wreek  and 
spend  the  rest  of  the  time  in  visiting.  I 
was  recently  called  to  a village  in  the 
mountains  when  I saw  thirty-five  or  forty 
patients. 

— Since  the  foregoing  letter  was  written, 
the  brethren  in  Suadia  have  made  formal 
application  to  the  Board  for  assistance  in 
providing  rooms  where  the  sick  can  be 
cared  for  After  talking  the  matter  over 
and  knowing  that  rooms  for  this  purpose 
were  indispensable,  they  have  put  up  with- 
in twenty  feet  of  the  gate  a one  story  build- 
ing, thirty -five  by  fourteen  feet  and  ten 
feet  high,  which  is  divided  into  two  rooms. 
To  meet  the  expenses  of  this  small  build- 
ing, the  principal  of  the  Girls’  School  has 
contributed  £20  ($100),  and  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  have  given  £10  ($50).  At  the  June 
meeting  of  the  Boai’d  it  was  agreed  to  ap- 
propriate whatever  would  be  required  to 
complete  the  structui-e. 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor. — Miss  Jennie  B- 
Dodds  writes  that  they  ai’e  having  very 
encouraging  meetings  in  a house  of  one  of 
the  natives  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town. 
“ Often,”  she  says,  “ when  we  go,  there  will 
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be  no  one  present.  But  we  begin  to  sing 
and  they  soon  come  in.  We  frequently  have 
seventy  or  more  to  listen  to  the  Gospel  Mes- 
sage. They  are  very  attentive  and  many 
of  the  same  persons  come  every  evening.” 

Miss  Jennie  B.  Dodds  has  also  pre- 
pared for  the  Herald  of  Mission  News  the 
following  statement  of  work  done  in  the 
Girls’  School  at  Mersine  last  year.  It 
gives  a very  clear  idea  of  what  missionary 
work  means  to  the  devoted  young  women 
who  are  sent  out  to  Asia  Minor  and  Syria 
as  the  representatives  of  the  Home  Church  : 

We  closed  the  school  one  week  earlier 
than  we  had  intended  on  account  of  the 
measles.  There  were  thirty  cases  in  the 
last  six  weeks,  but  we  are  thankful  to  say 
that  the  lives  of  all  have  been  spared.  We 
felt  the  responsibility  very  much,  as  in  the 
absence  of  Dr.  Metheny  we  were  without 
any  medical  aid. 

The  responsible  oversight  of  the  school 
rested  on  Miss  Willia  Dodds  after  Miss 
Sterrett  left  for  America,  and  she  deserves 
commendation  for  the  way  she  has  carried 
on  the  work.  I hope  that  in  the  near 
future  I shall  have  the  language  and  be 
able  to  do  my  part. 

This  being  my  first  year  in  the  field,  I 
was  very  much  surprised  at  the  amount  of 
work  done.  During  the  year  there  were 
taught  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
one  (2,801)  verses  in  the  Bible,  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  ninety  (1,690)  verses 
of  the  metrical  Psalms,  and  nine  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  (967)  questions.  Of  these, 
one  thousaud  five  hundred  and  ninety-two 
(1,592)  verses  of  Scripture,  nine  hundred 
and  ninety  (990)  verses  of  Psalms,  and  six 
hundred  (600)  questions  were  taught  to 
pupils  who  were  not  able  to  read  and  study 
for  themselves.  The  teacher  repeated  the 


words  over,  the  children  repeating  them 
after  her  till  they  had  committed  them  to 
memory.  This  means  a great  deai  of  hard 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Those 
who  were  taught  in  this  way  were  also 
taught  the  book,  the  chapter  and  the  verse 
of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty 
(1,330)  passages  of  Scripture. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  know  the  work 
of  one  of  the  teachers.  Miss  Willia  Dodds 
taught  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  nine 
(1,209)  Bible  verses,  seven  hundred  (700) 
verses  of  the  metrical  Psalms,  and  the 
Shorter  Catechism  with  the  proofs  to  one 
class  and  to  another  class  without  proofs. 
This  is  all  in  Arabic  and  only  the  week- 
day work.  She  has  no  record  of  the 
amount  of  work  done  in  English. 

Owing  to  Miss  Sterrett’s  absence  I can- 
not give  any  statement  of  the  work  she  did 
during  the  year.  It  is  not  included  in 
the  foregoing  statistic^,  but  I assure  you 
she  is  second  to  no  one.  I remember  sit- 
ting in  her  room  one  day  and  hearing  one 
girl  recite  over  forty  verses  of  Scripture 
In  both  Arabic  and  English,  while  another 
recited  over  fifty  in  both  languages. 

The  Ten  Commandments  were  taught  to 
all  the  pupils,  and  for  some  time  back  have 
been  repeated  in  the  Sabbath  afternoon 
prayer-meeting.  The  Lord’s  Prayer  was 
also  taught  to  every  pupil.  This  does  not 
include  any  of  the  work  done  on  Sabbath 
day.  The  common-school  branches  were 
all  taught  as  they  are  in  the  public  schools 
at  home.  Besides  the  Arabic  there  were 
lessons  in  Greek,  French  and  English. 
An  hour  and  a half  is  spent  every  day  in 
teaching  the  girls  to  sew. 

The  seed  is  being  faithfully  sown,  and 
we  rejoice  in  the  promise,  “ He  that  soweth 
and  he  that  reapeth  shall  rejoice  together.” 
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Antioch,  Syria. — The  Foreign  Mission 
Report  presented  by  the  Secretary,  Rev. 
R.  Dunlap,  to  the  Scotch  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Synod,  at  the  meeting  in  Glasgow, 
May,  1894,  contains  the  following  para- 
graphs in  regard  to  the  work  in  Antioch  : 
It  is  pretty  well  known  throughout  the 
Church  that  the  health  of  Dr.  Martin  has 
been  far  from  satisfactory  for  some  years 
past.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  because 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  Mission,  in 
several  respects,  and  particularly  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Church  to  -secure  an  agent  or 
agents  to  take  his  place,  Dr.  Martin  con- 
tinued at  his  post  until  his  health  com- 
pletely broke  down.  While  he  ought  to 
have  been  home  on  furlough  two  years  ago 
to  recruit  his  health,  he  remained  in  the 
field  till  a little  over  a year  ago,  when  he 
was  compelled  to  return  home  with  shat- 
tered health,  and  in  a state  of  nervous  pros- 
tration. It  was  hoped  that  some  one  could 
be  found  who  was  willing  to  go  out  to  Syria, 
in  order  that  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  might 
enjoy  a much  needed  and  lengthened  sea- 
son of  rest.  The  efforts  made  to  secure  a 
missionary  to  (go  out  immediately  to  the 
Mission  field  were  not  attended  with  the 
desired  success.  The  native  brethren  at 
Antioch  and  Idlib  were  becoming  very 
anxious  about  the  absence  of  their  beloved 
and  trusted  pastor  and  his  wife;  and  they 
forwarded  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  home 
churches  to  send  them  some  one  to  take 
Dr.  Martin’s  place  for  a time,  and  to  carry 
on  the  work  in  which  he  had  been  engaged. 
When  no  one  could  be  found  to  respond  to 
this  appeal,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  made  the 
heroic  resolution  to  return  for  a short  visit 
to  the  scene  of  their  labors  in  Syria.  They 
had  only  had  a brief  season  for  rest,  and 
though  Dr.  Martin’s  health  was  somewhat 


improved,  he  was  still  far  from  being  fully 
restored.  In  such  circumstances,  the 
resolution  to  return  to  Syria  was  certainly 
a noble  one,  and  it  was  nobly  carried  out. 
Accordingly,  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  our  courageous  friends  set  out  on  their 
return  journey  to  Syria,  and,  under  the 
favor  of  Divine  Providence,  reached  Antioch 
in  safety  on  the  6th  of  January. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  resumed  their 
labors  at  once.  Though  they  only  reached 
the  end  of  their  fatiguing  journey  late  on 
the  Saturday  evening,  they  were  in  the 
Sabbath-school  on  the  next  morning,  where 
they  found  110  children  and  youths  assem- 
bled, who  were  briefly  addressed  by  Dr. 
Martin.  Afterwards  he  gave  a short  dis- 
course at  the  Morning  Society  meeting. 
On  the  Monday  following,  both  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Martin  visited  the  day  Mission  schools, 
and  conducted  the  examination  of  the 
scholars,  and  distributed  prizes.  The 
scholars  in  attendance  at  the  day-schools 
in  connection  with  the  Mission  at  Antioch 
number  140,  and  the  attendance  at  Sabbath- 
school  has  been  as  large  as  120.  During 
the  absence  of  the  missionaries  the  Sab- 
bath-school had  been  carried  on,  without 
intermission,  by  the  ordinary  teachers  and 
other  members  of  the  Church.  The  Morn- 
ing and  Evening  Sabbath  Fellowship  Meet- 
ings, and  also  the  Thursday  Fellowship 
Meeting,  had  likewise  been  kept  up.  This 
fact  speaks  volumes  for  the  admirable 
training  that  the  native  brethren  have 
received  from  the  missionaries.  A congre- 
gation at  home,  if  left  in  similar  circum- 
stances. might  not  have  manifested  so  great 
a degree  of  consistency  and  devotedness  as 
was  done  by  these  native  converts  from 
the  corrupt  Greek  Church. 

In  the  last  letter  sent  by  Mrs.  Martin 
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from  Syria,  before  returning  to  this  coun- 
try, she  mentions  that  the  people  have  been 
greatly  cheered  and  strengthened  by  the 
presence  among  them  of  their  pastor  for 
three  months,  and  that  anything  that  had 
been  disarranged  owing  to  the  previous 
absence  of  the  missionaries  was  put  in  order, 
and  with  a better  prospect  of  continuing 
so  than  before.  She  states  that,  “ All 
branches  of  work  have  revived,  and  are 
progressing  satisfactorily.  The  audiences 
at  preaching  are  very  good.  The  Sabbath- 
school  has  been  larger  since  our  return 
than  ever  before.  We  have  as  many  scholars 
in  the  day-schoola  as  the  premises  will 
accommodate.  The  colporteur  has  been 
doing  his  usual  work  about  Antioch,  and  is 
now  about  to  set  out  on  a tour  over  the 
country.  Among  the  women  the  Bible- 
reading  is  diligently  carried  on.”  On  the 
first  Sabbath  of  February  Dr.  Martin 
baptized  four  children.  There  are  four  also 
in  Idlib  to  be  baptized,  but  Dr.  Martin 
was  unable  to  undertake  the  journey  to 
that  place  to  administer  the  ordinance. 
The  Lord’s  Supper  was  dispensed  in  Anti- 
och on  the  first  Sabbath  of  March.  There 
were  two  additions  to  the  membership  at 
the  recent  Communion.  The  Idlib  teacher, 
Yusef  Abood,  was  present,  while  other  two 
of  the  Idlib  brethren  set  out  with  the  in- 
tention of  being  present,  but  by  reason  of 
excessive  rains  were  prevented  from  arriv- 
ing in  time  for  the  Communion.  Though, 
from  various  local  causes,  the  date  of  the 
Communion  was  unfavorable  as  regards 
the  attendance  of  strangers,  yet  the  attend- 
ance was  not  less  than  160. 

The  Covenanter  for  July  gives  an 
additional  item  of  peculiar  interest  in  re- 
gard to  this  field.  In  an  article  on  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Irish  Reformed  Presby- 


terian Synod  at  its  spring  meeting  in  Bel- 
fast, it  says  : 

On  motion  of  the  Foreign  Mission  com- 
mittee it  was  agreed  to  ask  Mr.  W.  M. 
Nevin,  B.  A.,  our  volunteer  missionary,  to 
go  out  with  Dr.  Martin  to  Syria  in  the 
beginning  of  the  winter.  Mr.  Nevin  readily 
consented,  asking  to  be  sent  as  a licensed 
and  ordained  minister.  So  a special  ar- 
rangement was  made  in  order  that  he  might 
finish  his  Hall  course  in  the  summer  or 
autumn. 

And  now  the  Church  enjoys  the  prospect 
of  having  a second  missionary,  young,  able, 
and  fully  qualified,  in  the  foreign  field  by 
the  time  the  year  is  out.  Mr.  Nevin  de- 
serves the  appreciation,  the  sympathy,  and 
the  prayers  of  all  our  people.  His  course 
in  school,  college,  and  Hall  has  been  most 
successful.  He  is  a scholar  and  a thinker, 
as  well  as  a Christian  gentleman.  He  is  an 
athlete,  too ; in  frame,,  wiry  and  enduring. 
We  trust  he  may  go  forth  with  the  rich 
blessing  of  his  Lord  and  Master ; be  a stay 
and  strength  to  the  senior  missionary ; and 
be  the  instrument  of  gaining  many  souls 
for  the  Kingdom  of  light. 

— The  London  Missionary  Society  re- 
ports as  follows,  respecting  its  work : A 
study  of  the  statistics,  incomplete  as  they 
unfortunately  are,  is  very  encouraging. 
Ten  years  ago  the  society  had  in  connection 
with  its  Missions,  383  native  ordained  minis- 
ters, and  4,493  other  Christian  preachers 
and  teachers.  There  were  89,359  members 
in  the  Mission  churches,  and  113,616  chil- 
dren in  the  Mission  schools.  Since  then  it 
has  practically  withdrawn  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  it  has  been  compelled  to  re- 
linquish the  Missions  in  the  Society  Islands, 
the  Austral  Group,  and  on  Mare ; yet  to- 
day the  numbers  have  greatly  increased  in 
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every  way  ; it  has  1,476  native  ministers, 
6,758  other  male  native  workers,  94,192 
church  members,  and  125,984  scholars  in 
its  schools.  These  figures  are  full  of  sig- 
nificance as  indicative  of  a growing  work, 
but  they  do  not  and  cannot  convey  any 
impression  of  the  far-reaching  influence 
exerted  by  the  proclamation  of  Christian- 
ity. 

— The  Church  of  Scotland  Record  says : 
During  1893,  there  were  brought  into  the 
Church  of  Christ  by  baptism  in  our  For- 
eign Mission  fields,  700  persons,  and  there 
are  now  6,120  native  Christians  in  India, 
Africa  and  China,  under  the  care  of  our 
missionaries,  and  8,900  scholars  in  the  Mis- 
sion schools.  At  the  Jewish  Mission  sta- 
tions, within  the  last  two  years,  there  had 
been  thirty-three  baptisms,  and  in  the  Mis- 
sion schools,  2,049  children,  of  whom  1,349 
were  Jewish. 

— The  last  annual  report  of  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  says  in  regard  to  its 
work  among  the  Ain  us  of  Japan : The 
long-deferred  ingathering  among  the 
Ainus  has  begun  to  be  realized.  They  are 
the  degraded  race  found  in  the  islands  to 
the  north,  and  thought  by  some  to  be  the 
primitive  inhabitants.  The  first  convert 
was  baptized  in  1885,  and  nine  altogether 
had  been  admitted  into  the  Church  at  the 
end  of  1891.  During  1893,  the  baptisms 
numbered  171,  most  of  them  at  the  old 
Ainus  capital,  Piratori.  Every  'woman  in 
that  toivn,  the  Rev.  L.  Batchelor  says,  has 
accepted  Christ  as  her  Saviour.  He  adds : 
“ This  is  a glorious  triumph  of  the  cross, 
for  the  women  hitherto  have  not  been  al- 
lowed to  have  any  religion.’’ 

— The  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland 
makes  the  following  report  of  its  work  in 
India : The  statistical  summary  shows  that 


twenty-one  adults  and  122  children  were 
baptized  during  the  year,  and  the  number 
of  baptized  members  has  increased  from 
1,780  to  1,863.  Communicants  have  also 
increased  from  390  to  441,  the  largest  in- 
crease being  at  Ahmedabad,  which  has  now 
106  communicants,  an  increase  of  thirty- 
five  on  last  year’s  return.  The  increase 
there  is  largely  due  to  the  restoration  of 
lapsed  members  and  to  removals  from  other 
stations,  but  five  adults  were  received  into 
the  Church  by  baptism  during  the  year. 

In  five  years,  communicants  have  in- 
creased from  353  to  441,  and  baptized  mem- 
bers from  1,653  to  1,863.  The  number  of 
baptisms  during  the  five  years  has 
been  680,  of  whom  170  were  adults.  At 
the  end  of  1888,  the  native  Christian  agency 
consisted  of  two  native  pastors  (ordained 
in  February  of  that  year),  30  evangelists, 
nine  colporteurs,  and  52  Christian  teachers, 
or  93  in  all.  It  has  now  increased  to  three 
native  pastors,  36  evangelists,  four  colpor- 
teurs, 12  Bible  women,  and  63  Christian 
teachers,  or  118  in  all.  Of  the  evangelists 
two  are  licentiates  and  about  20  are  stu- 
dents for  the  ministry. 

Twenty-five  Sabbath  schools,  with  86 
teachers  and  an  attendance  of  1,820  schol- 
ars, 650  being  Christians  and  1,170  non- 
Christians,  are  reported,  3,105  children 
attend  vernacular  schools  and  859  attend 
English  schools,  or  3,964  in  all,  2,509  of 
whom  are  boys  and  1,455  girls.  302  of  the 
boys  and  169  of  the  girls  are  Christians. 

The  largest  number  of  baptized  mem- 
bers is  now  at  Borsad,  which,  with  its  out- 
stations,  has  472,  of  whom  84  are  commu- 
nicants ; but  Ahmedabad,  with  457  baptized 
members,  has  106  communicants,  and 
Anand,  with  452  baptized  members,  has 
109  communicants.  Surat  comes  next  with 
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226  baptized  members,  of  whom  68  are 
communicants,  and  Gogha  next  with  162 
baptized  members  and  49  communicants. 

The  number  of  unbaptized  adherents 
under  instruction  is  now  328,  being  14 
fewer  than  the  number  at  the  end  of  1892; 
but  including  these,  the  total  Christian 
community  is  2,191,  or  69  more  than  it  was 
at  the  end  of  last  year.  Five  years  ago 
the  total  was  2,194  ; but  of  these  541,  or 
nearly  one- fourth,  were  unbaptized  adher- 
ents. 

— The  eightieth  annual  report  of  the 
American  Baptist  Missionary  Union  thus 
summarizes  the  growth  from  last  year 
in  the  most  important  features  of  its  Mis- 
sions : missionaries,  20 ; native  preachers, 
68 ; churches,  81  ; church  members,  15,- 
499 ; scholars  in  Sabbath-schools,  5,312  ; 
scholars  in  Mission  schools,  1,526 ; contri- 
butions in  the  field,  $8,631.52. 

AT  HOME. 

Hopkinton,  Ia. — Annual  report  of  the 
Ladies’  Missionary  Society  of  Hopkinton 
congregation  for  year  ending  April,  1894 : 

We  have  held  twelve  regular  meetings 
during  the  year,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  nine  (9).  There  are  thirty  mem- 
bers in  our  society.  Four  new  names  have 
been  added  to  our  roll  this  year,  and  two 
of  our  members  have  been  removed  by 
death.  We  cherish  their  memory  and 
should  strive  to  follow  their  example  of 
Christian  activity  and  zeal  for  the  work  of 
the  Gospel. 

The  work  of  the  society  has  gone  on  in 
the  ordinary  way,  much  interest,  and,  we 
trust,  profit  attending  our  meetings. 

Our  annual  meeting  was  held  April  17th, 
and  was  a very  interesting  one.  Letters 
from  the  different  Missions  were  read,  and 


an  instructive  address  was  given  by  the 
pastor.  The  collection  at  this  meeting 
amounted  to  $20.10.  The  total  amount 
raised  by  the  society  is  $108.62.  Of  this, 
$10  was  sent  to  Domestic  Mission,  $17  to 
Cyprus  Mission,  $4.17  to  Seattle  Church, 
$50  to  Foreign  Mission,  and  $7  as  thank- 
offering  to  Presbyterial  Convention. 

We  have  much  to  be  grateful  for  and  to 
encourage  us  to  labor  for  the  cause  of  Mis- 
sions. 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Acheson, 

President. 

Mary  E.  Guthrie, 

Secretary. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. — A letter  from  Rev.  T.  A. 
Rusk  informs  us  that  the  new  church  in 
St.  Louis  will  be  opened  for  public  ser- 
vices on  the  29th  of  July.  Rev.  Joseph 
McCracken,  of  Birmingham,  Mich.,  the 
second  pastor  of  the  congregation,  labor- 
ing there  faithfully  for  15  years,  is  ex- 
pected to  preach  on  the  occasion.  We 
congratulate  our  young  brother  and  his 
people  on  having  a comfortable  place  in 
which  to  meet  for  worship,  and  we  trust 
that  it  will  be  a center  of  successful  evan- 
gelistic operations.  No  field  will  yield  so 
large  a return  for  the  same  amount  of  labor 
as  one  of  our  western  cities.  On  every 
side  and  within  easy  reach  are  multitudes 
as  yet  untouched  by  the  message  of  Eter- 
nal Life,  who  once  brought  under  the  influ- 
ence of  divine  truth  will  be  the  salvation 
of  the  community.  Young,  well  educated, 
in  love  with  his  profession  and  not  likely 
to  be  satisfied  without  seeing  results,  Mr. 
Rusk  will  not  fail,  under  the  guidance,  but 
through  the  power  of  the  Anointing  Spirit, 
to  gather  around  him  a congregation  of 
consecrated  men  and  women. 
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OUR  MISSION  SCHOOLS  IN  TUR- 
KEY. 

The  United  States  Government  seems 
quite  indifferent  to  the  illegal  interference 
of  the  Turkish  authorities  with  our  mis- 
sionary operations  in  Syria  and  Asia  Minor. 
At  least  twice  the  whole  question  has  been 
formally  presented  to  the  Department  of 
State,  with  no  other  result  than  a polite 
assurance  that  “ copies  of  your  Papers 
have  been  transmitted  to  our  Minister  at 
Constantinople,  with  instructions  to  take 
prompt  action  on  behalf  of  the  American 
interests  in  schools  which  your  Board  has 
established  in  Turkey.” 

When  Mr.  Oscar  Straus  was  the  Minis- 
ter at  Constantinople,  he  insisted  that  our 
missionaries  should  be  allowed  to  carry  on 
their  work  so  long  as  they  complied  with 
the  law  relating  to  public  instruction.  A 
lawyer  of  experience,  familiar  with  existing 
treaties  and  a thorough  patriot,  he  would 
not  listen  to  any  compromise.  Claiming 
that  the  missionaries  were  protected  by 
treaty  stipulation  in  the  exercise  of  their 
profession,  he  would  not  yield  an  inch. 
But  on  his  removal,  when  the  Republicans 
came  into  power  in  1889,  at  the  dictatibn 
of  an  intensely  partisan  supporter  of  the 
new  administration,  the  opposition  of  Otto- 
man officials  became  even  more  formidable 
than  it  had  previously  been ; nor,  during 
all  these  years,  has  the  American  Govern- 
ment had  the  courage  to  demand  for  the 
missionaries,  as  loyal  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  respect  and  full  liberty  to  prose- 
cute their  work.  The  present  Minister  to 
Turkey,  Mr.  A.  W.  Terrell,  has  perhaps 
unintentionally,  but  really,  sustained  the 
Turks  in  their  open  disregard  to  the  rights 
of  American  citizens.  His  great  aim  seems 
to  be  to  win  the  favor  of  the  Sultan.  Wit- 


ness the  laughable  item  that  went  the 
rounds  of  the  newspapers  a few  weeks  ago  : 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  June  8. — A.  W.  Ter- 
rell, United  States  Minister  to  Turkey,  is 
having  two  silver  and  gold  mounted  sad- 
dles made  in  this  city,  which  he  will  pre- 
sent to  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  and  that 
ruler’s  favorite  son.  The  saddles  are  of 
the  Texas  cowboy  pattern. 

Read  also  his  telegram  to  Dr.  Metheny  : 
“ Are  you  keeping  Moslem  children  in 
school  against  the  will  of  their  parents? 
If  so,  deliver  them  up,  and  write  me  the 
facts ; ” and  a letter  of  explanation,  written 
evidently  after  he  had  been  called  to  ac- 
count for  his  imprudence  (see  Herald  of 
Mission  News  for  May,  p.  110). 

In  the  following  letters,  one  official  and 
the  other  personal,  written  in  reply  to  his 
explanation,  our  senior  missionary  puts  the 
case  so  clearly  as  to  make  very  plain  to 
Minister  Terrell  the  course  that  fidelity  to 
an  official  trust  requires  him  to  pursue  in 
this  matter  : 

Mersine,  Asia  Minor,  March  26,  1894. 

Hon.  A.  W.  Terrell,  IT.  S.  Minister  to  the 
Sublime  Porte  at  Constantinople. 

Dear  Sir  : In  reply  to  yours  of  March 
10th  and  inclosure,  allow  me  to  say  that  we 
have  not  yet  received  your  letter  referred  to. 

In  reply  to  the  inclosed  charge,  allow  me 
to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  January  24, 
1894,  which  covers  the  points  in  the  issue. 

I shall  ask  Consul  Gibson,  who  is  soon 
to  visit  Mersine,  to  report  on  this  subject 
and  several  others  requiring  official  atten- 
tion. 

Allow  me  to  state  that  during  my  resi- 
dence of  30  years  here  there  have  always 
been  Ansairiyeh  children  in  our  many 
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schools  conducted  by  British  and  United 
States  missionaries.  There  are  and  always 
have  been  Moslem,  Druse  and  Ansairiyeh 
children  in  the  British  and  American 
schools  all  along  the  east  coast  shore  of 
the  Mediterranean. 

This  is  strictly  within  the  provisions  of 
the  Imperial  school  law,  to  which  we  have 
ever  been  careful  to  conform. 

The  law  does  not  contemplate  invidious 
distinctions  between  religions  nor  exclude 
any  one  from  any  class,  rank  or  religion 
from  the  superior  advantages  of  our  schools. 

When  in  1892  the  Ottoman  Govern- 
ment sought  by  a general  order  of  Janu- 
ary to  modify  the  school  law,  the  signatory 
powers  had  the  order  promptly  rescinded, 
and  would  not  allow  any  part  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  old  law  to  be  admitted  to  dis-- 
cussion  at  all  or  changed  in  any  way  with- 
out their  consent. 

At  that  time  H.  B.  M.’s  Ambassador, 
Sir  Clare  Ford,  G.  C.  B.,  informed  ^ depu- 
tation of  missionaries  of  his  official  decision 
— No.  4 : “ Missionaries  cannot  be  required 
to  refuse  Moslem  applicants  for  admission 
into  the  schools.”  The  United  States  Le- 
gation had  taken  the  same  ground. 

The  uncle  of  the  girls  in  question  desires 
to  increase  his  harem  by  marrying  one  or 
both  of  them.  As  they  have  been  eight 
years  under  instruction  and  have  accepted 
the  Christian  religion,  they  have  been  bap- 
tized and  received  into  membership  of  the 
Mission  Church  at  Mersine.  They  ai’e  free 
to  leave  the  school  whenever  they  like. 
Being  of  age,  they  decline  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  Government  to  be  thrust  into 
this  incestuous  relationship,  a thing  abhor- 
rent to  them.  They  demand  that  their 
Christian  liberty,  according  to  the  Word  of 
God  and  stipulated  in  the  Pai'is  and  also 


the  Berlin  treaty,  shall  not  be  molested. 
They  have  already  through  the  Evangeli- 
cal Alliance  of  Britain  asked  the  Bi-itish 
Cabinet  to  sustain  them  in  their  rights. 

As  to  Teljie  (the  deaf  and  dumb  child), 
there  being  no  institution  in  Turkey  where 
she  could  be  taught  and  saved  from  the 
most  wretched  misery,  I hold  that  I dis- 
charged my  duty  towards  the  Turkish  Gov- 
ernment in  her  case,  and  that  my  act  of 
kindness  towards  the  poor,  helpless,  dumb 
child  entitles  me  not  to  the  blame,  but  to 
the  commendation  of  every  humane  man, 
even  to  that  of  the  Turkish  officials.  She 
was  taken  to  the  United  States  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  6f  her  father. 

We  here  believe  that  her  case  was 
brought  up  at  the  late  date  by  the  Adana 
authorities,  in  order  to  foi'estall  a number 
of  instances  of  the  maladministration 
which  they  rightly  expect  we  will  take  up 
against  them  when  Consul  Gibson  comes 
to  Mersine. 

We  hope  soon  to  avail  ourselves  of  your 
kind  assurance  of  protection  in  “ every 
legal  and  equitable  right,”  and  shall  ask 
you  to  sustain  us  in  the  right  to  practice 
our  missionai-y  profession  which  we  have 
enjoyed  for  so  many  years,  and  which  light 
was  confirmed  to  us  in  the  Berlin  treaty. 

I am,  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

David  Metheny. 

(Personal.) 

Salonique,  April  13,  1894. 

lion.  A.  W.  Terrell , U.  S.  Minister  to 
Sublime  Porte. 

Dear  Sir  : I had  hoped  to  visit  you  on 
my  way  to  the  United  States,  but  in  my 
very  feeble  state  of  health  I could  not  ven- 
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ture  to  run  the  risk  of  any  fatigue  I could 
possibly  avoid. 

I was  anxious  to  apprise  you  a little 
beforehand  of  the  united  action  about  to 
be  taken  by  the  British  and  American  mis- 
sionaries on  the  northeast  coast  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

We  hope  soon  to  lay  before  you  formally 
for  your  official  action  several  important 
questions  bearing  on  Mission  work,  and 
especially  the  irregularities  of  Turkish 
officials,  who,  we  would  like  to  think,  have 
been  acting  independent  of  the  Imperial 
will.  We  are  loath  to  think  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  the  Sultan,  would  sanction,  in  the 
face  of  his  own  declarations  and  the  Berlin 
treaty,  the  acts  of  repression  and  violence 
apparently  systematically  committed  by 
them.  • 

Surely,  His  Majesty  has  no  better  friends 
or  none  who  labor  more  devotedly  for  the 
best  interests  and  welfare  of  his  empire 
and  the  peoples  among  whom  we  have  lived 
and  labored — some  of  us  for  near  30  years 
— in  strict  compliance  with  the  laws  and 
treaties. 

Whatever  others  may  groundlessly  think, 
and  for  private  ends  and  aims  try  to  make 
appear,  we  challenge  the  strictest  investi- 
gation of  our  policy  and  acts  during  our 
residence  here. 

The  predecessor  of  His  Excellency  Kamil 
Pasha  visited  the  Ansairiyeh  Mountains, 
where  our  schools  were  in  operation,  and 
made  a report  highly  commending  the 
beneficent  and  civilizing  influence  of  our 
schools  among  the  Ansairiyeh,  a fierce  and 
warklike  people,  often  in  rebellion  then, 
but  now  for  many  years  at  peace  with  the 
authorities.  They  are  not  Moslems  at  all, 
nor  are  they  allowed  to  worship  in  the 
mosques  of  Jebily,  Latakia  or  Antioch,  nor 


in  Tarsus,  Adana  or  Mersine,  where  many 
thousands  of  them  dwell  ; being  an  oath- 
bound  secret  society,  who  do  not  proselyte 
or  admit  to  their  secret  rites  and  cere- 
monies any  from  the  outside  world,  but 
only  the  sound-in-body-and-mind  sons  of 
Ansairiyeh.  Their  daughters  are  never 
taught  their  religion,  and  are  thought  by 
them  not  to  have  souls. 

Those  of  them  who  have  accepted  the 
Christian  religion  have  ever  been  carefully 
instructed  to  be  loyal  citizens.  We  know 
of  no  single  instance  where  any  of  them 
have  joined  in  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
ernment. Indeeed,  they  have  acted  as 
peacemakers.  We  are  well  aware  that  by 
their  peaceful  character  they  have  averted 
and  prevented  open  outbreak  and  uprising. 
They  are  faithful  soldiers.  Indeed,  in  the 
disturbance  a few  years  ago  with  Greece, 
they  served  with  distinguished  faithfulness 
and  some  of  them  were  promoted  from  the 
ranks  and  publicly  commended. 

I could  only  wish  His  Majesty  the  Sul- 
tan could  be  made  acquainted  with  these 
facts.  I feel  confident  he  would  speedily 
put  an  end  to  such  acts  of  repression  as  I 
shall  detail  to  you  as  soon  as  we  complete 
our  conference  with  the  Evangelical  Alli- 
ance of  Britain,  Germany  and  America. 

We  have  borne  and  kept  silence  long. 

Were  I acquainted  with  the  present 
Grand  Vizier  as  I am  with  his  excellent 
predecessor,  I should  ask  an  interview. 
I am  hopeful  I could  allay  every  mis- 
apprehension. 

We  have  no  sympathy  or  any  connection 
whatever  with  the  Armenian  irregularities, 
purposes  or  methods.  In  fact,  we  disap- 
prove and  strongly  reprobate  the  course  of 
the  Marsovan  professors,  which  in  no  way 
represents  the  sentiments  of  any  mission- 
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aries  in  this  region.  We  labor  among 
Arabic-speaking  peoples  here.  We  have 
reason  to  conclude  that  there  must  be  evil- 
disposed  persons  who  are  endeavoring  to 
create  suspicion  against  us  and  our  peace- 
ful purpose  and  work. 

We  only  teach  from  books  officially  ap- 
proved by  the  Government,  and  preach 
that  righteousness  of  Christ  which  exalteth 
a nation,  and  against  sin,  which  is  a re- 
proach to  any  people. 

In  accordance  with  the  Berlin  treaty, 
which  amply  covers  our  work,  H.  B.  M.’s 
Ambassador,  Sir  Clare  Ford,  G.  C.  B., 
gave  several  deliverances  to  a deputation 
visiting  him  in  1892. 

No.  3 reads  : “ No  (British)  school  can 
be  closed  for  any  reasons  whatever,  except 
with  the  consent  of  H.  B.  M.’s  embassy.” 

No.  4 : “ Missionaries  cannot  be  required 
to  refuse  Moslems  applying  for  admission 
to  their  schools.”  This  was  substantially 
the  position  of  the  United  States  Legation, 
which  refused  to  require  police  duties  of 
their  missionaries. 

Still,  through  one  pretext  or  another, 
about  40  schools  conducted  by  British  and 
American  missionaries  have  been  closed 
and  teachers  sent  away  and  forbidden  to 
return  to  their  homes. 

Police  have  intercepted  school-children 
returning  from  school ; their  parents’ 
names  taken  down  ; they  have  been  called 
before  the  authorities  and  threatened  if 
they  continued  to  send  them  to  our  school 
in  Adana.  The  chiefs  of  the  village  of  Kar- 
radowar  were  threatened  with  imprison- 
ment if  they  patronized  our  school  there. 
In  Tarsus  the  names  of  the  children  were 
taken  down  and  they  ordered  into  the 
Moslem  school,  although  the  children  were 
not  Moslems,  but  Ansairiyeh. 


It  is  impossible  for  the  central  authori- 
ties to  know  the  facts  better  than  we  do. 

Only  a few  weeks  ago,  in  Smyrna,  the 
police  constrained  Moslem  pupils  to  leave 
school  there. 

The  Waly  of  Adana  insisted  on  my  send- 
ing out  of  our  Mersine  school  the  Ansairi- 
yeh children  there. 

We  are  about  to  present  these  facts  to 
the  Evangelical  Alliance,  who  will  ask  the 
signatory  powers  to  act  in  the  matter. 

I,  as  I have  already  said,  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  let  you  know  beforehand,  for  your 
aid  in  intelligent  action,  for  which  you  will 
be  called  on,  as  well  as  several  more  per- 
sonal and  less  general  cases  of  irregulari- 
ties. 

I am  anxious  for  a peaceful  solution  of 
these  questions,  if  at  all  practicaAe,  but  we 
shall  demand  every  right  guaranteed  to  us 
by  the  Imperial  law  and  the  treaty  of  Ber- 
lin. 

We  shall  request  to  be  allowed  to  prac- 
tice our  missionary  profession  as  we  were 
doing  before  the  treaty  was  framed  for 
nearly  43  years. 

We  fail  to  see  any  reason  for  the  “boy- 
cotting ” to  which  we  have  recently  been 
subjected.  We  can  only  attribute  it  to 
some  evil-disposed  persons,  who  would 
serve  private  ends  and  aims  even  against 
the  very  best  interests  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Sultan,  for  whom  we  often 
publicly  pray. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours, 
David  Metheny. 

Take  in  ’connection  with  these  letters, 
the  admirable  paper  that  Dr.  Metheny 
addressed  to  the  Evangelical  Alliance  when 
in  London,  on  his  way  to  this  country  three 
months  ago,  and  you  have  a complete 
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story  of  the  Turkish  interference  with  our 
work: 

To  the  Evangelical  Alliance , London. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Arnold,  Secretary. 

Dear  Sir  : As  you  are  aware,  many  Mis- 
sion-schools, earned  on  by  the  British  and 
American  missionaries  on  the  northeast 
coast  of  the  Mediterranean,  have  been,  one 
by  one,  closed  by  the  police  stopping  the 
school-children — as  in  Adana,  taking  from 
the  children  the  names  of  their  parents, 
to  be  haled  before  the  authorities  and  there 
threatened,  and  thus  intimidated  from  send- 
ing their  children,  thus  closing  the  school — 
as  in  Tarsus,  the  police  ordering  the  chil- 
dren into  the  Moslem  school.  The  Waly  of 
Adana  recently  demanded  of  Dr.  Metheny 
that  he  give  him  the  names  of  the  Ansairiyeh 
and  Moslem  children  and  send  them  out  of 
the  school  in  Mersine.  This  demand  has 
not  been  complied  with.  The  chiefs  of  the 
village  Caradowar  had  been  called  to  Mer- 
sine and  ordered  under  threats  to  take 
their  children  out  of  school. 

Only  two  out  of  13  schools  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  Adana  are  now  in  operation. 

So  only  five  or  six  schools  out  of  about 
30  in  the  Latakia  region  now  remain. 

Teachers  have  been  imprisoned  till  they 
gave  promise  they  would  not  again  teach. 
Some  were  sent  away  and  not  allowed  to 
return,  others  were  fined.  Villagers  have 
been  ordered  not  to  be  present  to  hear 
preaching ; missionaries  have  been  ordered 
not  to  preach  to  the  Ansairiyeh  and 
Moslems. 

Books  stamped  and  authorized  to  be 
used  by  the  Government  at  Damascus  have 
been  seized  in  Mersine  by  the  president  of 
the  school  council. 

The  certificates  of  twelve  teachers  have 


been  kept  and,  though  ordered  by  the  Waly, 
he  has  not  returned  others  in  place  of 
them.  The  practice  of  medicine  has  been 
thus  interfered  with  by  intimidation.  We 
have  diplomas  from  Constantinople. 

In  Mersine  permit  to  build  is  withheld 
because  we  will  not  promise  to  not  have  a 
school  in  the  building.  Our  books  for  our 
own  private  use  in  our  families  are  all  sub- 
ject to  seizure  and  examination,  and  are 
sometimes  detained  for  months.  We  cannot 
travel  on  a United  States  or  a British  pass- 
port. We  suffer  endless  annoyance  in 
getting  them  visaed,  so  that  we  urge  to  be 
allowed  to  travel  on  our  own  passports. 

Thus  the  many  years  of  patient  toil  and 
the  great  expense  of  preparing  teachers 
who  are  now  idle  is  wasted.  The  prepara- 
tion of  a future  ministry  is  estopped.  The 
toil  of  long  years  is  rendered  futile.  Thus 
it  will  be  impossible  to  secure  a native 
ministry,  and  the  end  and  aim  of  Mission 
work  is  thwarted.  In  view  of  all  this  we  ask 
that  we  may  not  thus  be  harrassed  and 
prevented  from  the  full  enjoyment  and 
exercise  of  all  that  is  guaranteed  to  us  in 
the  Berlin  Treaty,  in  the  practice  of  our 
missionary  callings,  and  that  the  people 
shall  not  thus  arbitrarily  be  prevented  from 
availing  themselves  of  these  very  advan- 
tages for  which  the  treaties  were  framed. 

Kespectfully, 

David  Metheny. 

London,  April  26,  1894. 

Along  with  this  address  we  publish  the 
touching  appeal  of  Zahara  and  Sophia  to 
the  British  Cabinet: 

We,  Zahara  and  Sophia,  are  two  daugh- 
ters of  Ibraheem  al  Misree,  of  the  Ansai- 
riyeh inhabitants  of  the  Northern  Lebanon 
Mountains  (v.  The  Asian  Mystery,  by  Rev. 
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Samuel  Lyde,  M.  A.,  Longman,  Green, 
Longman  and  Roberts,  1860). 

The  religion  of  our  people  is  secret,  and 
is  never  revealed  to  the  females.  They  do 
not  proselyte,  nor  admit  any  to  their  mem- 
bership, except  such  sons  as  have  no  phys- 
ical blemish. 

Our  father,  who  was  partially  educated 
in  the  American  Mission  school  of  Northern 
Mount  Lebanon,  more  generally  styled  the 
Ansiree  Mountain,  had  imbibed  sufficient 
of  their  teaching  to  desire  the  education  of 
us,  his  children.  He  accordingly  placed  us 
about  eight  years  ago  in  the  American 
Mission-school,  of  the  Covenanter  Church, 
at  Mersine,  a town  of  Asia  Minor,  in  which 
school  we  have  pursued  our  studies  ever 
since. 

We  have  another  sister,  Telgie,  who, 
because  she  is  both  deaf  and  dumb,  could 
not  be  educated  in  this  school  in  which  we 
have  received  our  education.  Our  father 
desired  that  this  sister,  Telgie,  should 
secure  an  education  also,  such  as  she  would 
be  capable  of  receiving,  and  because  there 
was  no  school  within  the  Turkish  Empire 
where  such  unfortunates  could  be  in- 
structed, Rev.  David  Metheny,  M.  D.,  of  this 
Mission  took  her  to  America,  with  our 
father’s  consent,  to  receive  an  education. 
This,  Doctor  Metheny  very  generously  did, 
taking  her  with  him  about  five  years  ago, 
and  placing  her  in  an  institution  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  in  which  she  has  learned  to 
read  and  write  and  to  speak  by  signs,  i.  e ., 
in  the  language  of  mutes. 

We,  Zahara  and  Sophia,  having  become 
acquainted  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible 
and  of  the  Christian  religion,  have  embraced 
Christianity,  and  at  our  own  request  have 
been  baptized,  and  received  into  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Covenanter  Mission  Church 
at  Mersine. 


We  have  an  uncle  in  Tarsus,  some  eighteen 
miles  from  here,  who  desiring  to  enlarge 
his  harem,  by  the  reception  of  one  of  us 
into  it,  endeavored  to  decoy  us  away  from 
the  Mission-school ; baffled  in  his  attempt, 
but  still  determined  to  secure  possession 
of  us,  he  accused  our  father  to  the  Turkish 
Government,  in  Mersine,  for  having  placed 
his  children  in  a Christian  school.  The 
Government  has  accordingly  demanded  us 
from  the  American  Mission  as  Moslem 
girls.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  although 
the  religion  of  our  people  is  secret,  and  not 
Mohammedan,  and  indeed  abhorrent  to  the 
Mohammedans,  the  Ansairiyeh  are  accus- 
tomed to  conform  to  the  outward  rites  of 
the  religion  which  prevails  in  the  country 
where  they  dwell,  regarding  the  outward 
form  of  religion  as  a garment  which  may 
be  changed  at  one’s  pleasure  or  discretion. 
For  the  sake  of  the  service  of  Ansairiyeh 
young  men  in  the  army,  to  which  they  are 
conscripted,  the  Turkish  Government  toler- 
ates their  fiction,  and  recognizes  them  as  a 
sect  of  Mohammedans. 

Our  father  having  been  cited  before  the 
local  authorities,  severely  reprimanded  and 
denounced,  and  ordered  under  threat  of 
fine  and  imprisonment  to  deliver  us,  his 
daughters,  to  the  local  authorities,  and  yet, 
dreading  the  consequences  to  our  persons 
if  he  should  comply,  visited  us  and  straitly 
enjoined  us  that  we  should  on  no  account 
leave  the  Mission-school.  . 

The  Government,  as  we  have  said,  de- 
manded us  from  Dr.  Metheny  as  Moslem 
girls.  The  demand  was  made  through  the 
United  States  Consulate.  The  Consulate 
decided  against  the  Government’s  claim. 

The  Turkish  Government  then  appealed 
to  the  United  States  Legation,  and  Doctor 
Metheny  tells  us,  that  from  the  tone  of  the 
correspondence  we  appear  to  be  regarded 
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as  minors  and  that  we  may  be  forcibly 
seized — a result  most  deplorable  for  us. 
Now,  I,  Zahara,  state  that  I am  of  age  ac- 
cording to  Turkish  law, 'and  that  I decline 
to  return  to  my  father,  or  to  accept  the 
Mohammedan  religion,  and  with  the  knowl- 
edge and  hearty  consent  of  the  mission- 
aries of  this  station,  we,  both  Zahara  and 
Sophia,  appeal  to  the  British  Government 
to  protect  us  according  to  the  Treaty  of 
Hatti  Hamayoun,  Treaty  of  Paris,  1856. 

It  is  exceedingly  abhorrent  to  our  feelings 
as  Christians  to  be  forced  into  any  harem, 
but  especially  into  the  harem  of  an  uncle. 

We  appeal  to  you  to  save  us  this  shame 
for  the  sake  of  Christ. 

Signed  in  Arabic. 

Two  members  of  the  delegation,  ap- 
pointed by  Synod,  visited  Washington,  but 
were  unable  to  obtain  an  interview  with 
President  Cleveland,  owing  to  his  indisposi- 
tion at  the  time.  A carefully  prepared 
statement  of  the  foregoing  facts,  however, 
was  left  with  his  private  secretary,  and 
there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  yet  take  decisive  action  in  the 
matter. 

“ WORK  WITH  A FELLAH  ! ” 

This  was  the  first  of  a volley  of  loud- 
spoken  sentences  that  I understood  one 
day  while  at  work  on  the  Lower  House. 
Hearing  a commotion  among  the  men,  I 
went  to  ascertain  the  cause.  As  I entered 
the  door  I met  the  man  who  had  been  lay- 
ing the  tiles  on  the  roof.  He  was  excited 
and  going  off  in  great  anger.  He  shouted 
back  to  those  at  the  head  of  the  ladder : 

“ Work  with  a Fellah ! My  boy  not  so 
good  as  a Fellah  ! ’’ 

Not  to  be  appeased,  he  left  us  in  great 


anger.  I began  to  inquire  the  cause  of  his 
wrath.  It  appeared  to  have  been  aroused 
in  this  way : Without  my  consent  he  had 
brought  his  son,  a lad  of  fourteen  years,  to 
work  with  him.  This  is  according  to  cus- 
tom here,  the  son  to  be  apprentice  to  the 
father,  so  as  to  become  his  successor  in 
the  trade.  This  boy  had  been  here  before 
and  I knew  that  he  would  do  nothing  un- 
less I was  there  to  watch  him  constantly. 
There  was  a Fellah  boy  of  about 
twenty,  doing  a certain  work  on  the 
ground.  Instead  of  the  apprentice 
coming  down  the  ladder  to  get  mor- 
tar for  his  father,  the  tile-layer,  he 
would  order  this  Fellah  boy  to  bring  the 
mortal’,  while  he  would  sit  and  do  nothing. 
I had  noticed  this  and  had  called  the 
would-be  master  of  the  tile  trade  down 
from  his  perch  and  told  him  that  if  he 
would  not,  or  could  not  get  the  mortar  and 
let  Yusef,  the  Fellah,  do  his  own  work,  that 
I would  put  Yusef  in  his  place.  In  less 
than  five  minutes  I heard  the  lad  calling  to 
Yusef  to  get  him  a bucket  of  mortar.  I went 
to  him  and  called  him  down  to  do  Yusef’s 
work  and  sent  the  Fellah  to  work  on  the 
roof  with  the  tile-layer.  After  the  change 
was  made,  I went  to  look  after  other  men. 
As  I turned  my  back  the  lazy  scamp  ran 
up  the  ladder,  and  his  father  said : 

“Why  is  this  Fellah  here  in  your 
place  ? ” 

“Because  the  Kussees  (preacher)  said 
that  he  is  better  than  I,  and  I must  leave 
here  and  let  that  Fellah  work  with  you.” 

At  this  the  father  came  down  from  the 
roof  in  a great  rage,  cursing  “ the  Fella- 
heen dog,’’  and  left  the  premises.  There 
were  several  Moslems,  some  Fellaheen  and 
some  Greeks  at  work,  and  all  were  excited. 
The  irate  tile-layer  was  a Greek.  Just  to 
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let  the  despisers  of  the  poor  Fellaheen 
know  that  missionaries  regarded  not  the 
vaunted  superiority  of  Greek  and  Mos- 
lem over  Fellaheen,  I called  the  Fellah  to 
bring  me  mortar,  and  said : “ Come  up  and 
work  with  me  on  the  roof.” 

We  worked  together  for  an  hour  or  two, 
I laying  the  tiles  and  he  attending  me. 
The  insulted  (?)  Greek  saw  us  at  our  work, 
and  in  a few  days  he  came  back  in  a fine 
humor  asking  for  work  again. 

I think  the  lesson  was  not  in  vain.  As 
I sat  on  that  roof  in  the  hot  sun,  perform- 
ing new  labor  to  me,  my  heart  was  lifted 
in  prayer  to  God  to  speed  the  day  when  all 
will  be  one  in  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord. 

J.  B.  D. 

ITALY  AND  THE  WALDENSES. 

1.  The  Church  of  the  Waldenses  is  the 
native  evangelical  church  of  Italy,  having 
been  there  for  centuries  before  the 
Reformation. 

2.  It  is  a church  which  has  been  tried 
and  has  stood  the  trial  of  33  bloody 
persecutions  and  the  freezing  influence  of 
rationalism.  It  is  an  experienced  instru- 
ment. 

3.  The  Waldenses  of  to-day  may  be 
expected  to  reap  what  their  forefathers 
have  sown.  The  sufferings,  the  groans, 
the  tears  and  the  blood  of  God’s  people 
cannot  come  and  go  without  some  result. 
(The  promise  of  Ex.  xx,  6.) 

4.  The  first  fruits  are  seen  already : 

(a)  Emancipated  only  in  1848,  they  have 
advanced  with  great  strides  from  a state  of 
bondage  to  that  of  a full  enjoyment  of  all 
the  rights  of  Italian  citizens. 

(b)  The  King  of  Italy,  visiting  their  val- 
leys in  September,  last  year  (1893),  said 


before  leaving  them,  “I  loved  this  people 
before,  but  now  I shall  love  them  more 
still.” 

( c )  The  prejudices  which  encumbered 
their  first  steps  are  fast  falling  off,  and  the 
educated  Italians  begin  to  reckon  among 
the  glories  of  Italy  to  have  had  the  martyr 
church  between  its  boundaries. 

5.  They  have  in  Florence  a first-class 
theological  seminary,  whose  professors  can 
compare  favorably  with  the  distinguished 
professors  of  Europe  and  America,  an 
item  of  no  small  importance,  seeing  that 
the  educated  class,  which  is  the  leading 
class  in  Italy,  cannot  be  reached  through 
teachers  that  are  not  thoroughly  educated, 
as  thirty  years’  experience  prove. 

6.  They  are  by  far  the  strongest  body  of 
evangelicals  in  Italy.  Out  of  25,000  (round 
numbers)  of  Italian-speaking  Protestants 
18.500  belong  to  the  Waldensian  Church; 
the  others  are  divided  into  six  denomina- 
tions. 

7.  The  fourth  part  of  their  number, 
nearly  5,000,  have  been  gained  outside  of 
their  valleys,  and  their  progress  has  been 
steady  and  constant. 

8.  Their  efforts  in  favor  of  the  young 
have  been  especially  blessed  ; their  schools 
in  the  Mission  field  have  become  too  small 
to  accommodate  all  the  children  that  Roman 
Catholic  parents  are  willing,  nay  anxious,  to 
trust  to  their  care  and  teaching. 

Their  44  missionary  congregations  and 
53  stations  are  spread  from  the  north  to 
the  very  south  of  the  peninsula  and  the 
islands,  and  they  employ  for  this  work  42 
ordained  pastors  with  a complete  theologi- 
cal training,  and  96  evangelists,  teachers, 
colporteurs,  and  Bible-men  and  Bible- 
women. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  the  Mission- 
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ary  Herald  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ireland  commends  the  Waldenses  to  the 
practical  sympathy  of  other  churches,  add- 
ing that  they  obviously  cannot  carry  on  the 
work  of  evangelizing  Italy  alone,  as  the 
area  of  the  “Waldensian  valleys  is  not  larger 
than  some  of  the  ranches  of  the  far  West, 
and  that  on  it  and  from  it  20,000  people 
must  get  their  daily  bread.” 

FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES. 

In  a recent  address  delivered  in  Calcutta, 
Sir  Charles  Elliott,  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor of  Bengal,  bore  noble  testimony  to 
the  value  of  missionary  work.  Speaking 
of  the  growth  of  morality  in  India  and  the 
spread  of  education  among  its  people  he 
said:  “These  are  the  very  objects  which 
government  proposes  to  itself.  Its  devo- 
tion to  these  objects  is  among  the  main 
reasons  which  justify  our  presence  in  this 
country ; and  I think  there  are  many  of  us 
who  would  even  say  that  they  would  not 
consent  to  serve  government  at  all  if  they 
did  not  believe  that  its  aims  and  effects 
tended  in  this  dii'ection.  From  this  point 
of  view  no  officer  of  government  can  fail 
to  recognize  in  the  noble  body  of  mission- 
aries an  auxiliary  force  of  the  greatest  value, 
fighting  in  the  most  effectual  manner  on 
our  side,  using  weapons  of  precision  and 
weight,  and  taking  a most  important  part 
in  the  campaign  because  they  occupy  a 
portion  of  the  field  which  it  is  vital  to 
success  to  hold,  but  which  we,  from  our 
very  limitations,  are  unable  to  occupy.  And 
I for  one  should  feel  it  a never-ceasing 
source  of  regret  if  I lost  any  opportunity 
of  expressing  the  admiration  which  I feel 
for  the  self-sacrificing  and  devoted  lives  of 
missionaries  spent  in  this  country  under 
circumstances  of  much  trial  and  physical 


suffering,  actuated  by  no  hope  of  gain  and 
stimulated  by  no  reward  from  men — such 
lives  as  serve  as  a standard,  an  example 
which  all  of  us  would  wish  to  follow.” 

It  was  this  same  government  official  who 
said  some  years  ago  in  defense  of  mission- 
ary work  in  India : 

“ The  point  that  I would  insist  on  to-day 
is  this,  that  whether  successful  or  not,  the 
work  of  offering  Christianity  to  the  people 
is  one  that  ought  to  be  persevered  in,  since 
without  that  we  should  fail  to  utilize  one 
arge  section  of  the  influence  which  the 
European  ought  to  have  on  the  Asiatic 
mind.  I hold  that  it  is  the  part  of  Missions 
to  carry  on  and  complete  the  work  which 
England  is  placed  here  by  Providence  to 
effect,  and  which  would  be  imperfect  with- 
out them.  The  government  of  India  can 
do  much ; if  it  could  not,  we  who  are  its 
servants  could  not  feel  the  pride  and  en- 
thusiasm with  which  we  serve  it. 

It  can  bestow  education  on  the  masses,  and 
can  even  offer,  with  a doubtful  and  hesitat- 
ing hand,  a maimed  and  cold  code  of  morals. 
But  it  can  go  on  further,  and  there  its 
influence  stops.  Consider  what  a vast  hiatus 
this  stoppage  implies.  Government  cannot 
bestow  on  the  people  that  which  gives  to 
life  its  color,  and  to  love  of  duty  its  noblest 
incentive  ; it  cannot  offer  the  highest  mor- 
ality, fortified  by  the  example  of  the  Di- 
vinely Perfect  Life.  It  is  here  that  the 
missionary  steps  in  to  supplement  the  work 
of  the  official.  ...  I make  bold  to  say 
that  if  Missions  did  not  exist,  it  would  be 
our  duty  to  invent  them.” 

THE  KEY  TO  THE  BIBLE. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pentecost,  in  an  address  at 
the  last  anniversary  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  said : “ I was  pro- 
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foundly  struck  one  day  when  I was  address- 
ing about  a thousand  educated  Brahmins 
in  India  on  the  question  of  the  claims  of 
Jesus.  There  was  an  intellectual  old  Brah- 
min of  some  75  years  of  age,  with  gray 
hair,  and  a finely  chiselled  face,  a man  who 
had  given  his  life  to  the  study  of  his  own 
Scriptures,  and  of  the  philosophies  that 
are  suggested  by  it.  After  the  address  I 
spoke  to  him.  In  commencing  with  a 
remark  which  was  common,  I said,  ‘Sir, 
are  you  a Christian  ? ’ for  there  were  some 
Christian  Bi'ahmins. . It  was  a meeting 
entirely  for  Brahmins.  He  took  my  hand, 
and  the  tears  were  in  his  eyes.  I had  been 
reading  the  story  of  Jesus,  aud  trying  to  set 
forth  His  character.  ‘No,’ he  said,  ‘I  am 
not  a Christian.  I am  a Hindoo.  I suppose 
that  I shall  always  be  a Hindoo.  I never 
heard  a Christian  address  before.1  And 
then,  abandoning  the  salaam  and  accepting 
the  English  salutation  of  a handshake,  he 
looked  into  my  face  and  said,  ‘ But,  sir,  I 
could  love  Him.’  Ah  ! it  is  that  Bible  that 
carries  to  all  men,  not  only  to  these  Brah- 
mins of  India,  but  to  those  dear  children  of 
our  venerable  missionary  of  the  Hebrides, 
Dr.  Paton,  not  abstract  questions  of  theol- 
ogy, not  abstract  questions  of  literature^ 
not  abstract  questions  of  science  and  phil- 
osophy, but,  the  Person  of  Jesus  Christ 
— who  is  the  Substance  of  the  Bible — the 
Key  to  the  Bible,  the  Meaning  of  the  Bible, 
the  All  of  the  Bible.” 

ANSWERED  PRAYER. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  G.  L.  Mackay,  the  eminent 
and  successful  missionary  in  the  island  of 
Formosa,  in  a recent  address  at  Toronto 
said : “The  Church  at  home  should  be  more 
in  prayer.  When  I told  the  natives  there 
was  a telegraph  system  here,  and  we  could 


send  messages  so  rapidly,  some  of  the  peo. 
pie  started  and  walked  away.  These  were 
the  literati ; when  I told  them  messages 
could  be  sent  under  the  sea,  they  began  to 
reason,  ‘How  could  paper  go  under  the 
sea?’  The  literati  said  that  it  was  below 
their  sublime  wisdom,  and  wouldn’t  listen 
to  it.  Some  years  after,  a telegraph  line 
was  established  in  Foi’mosa,  and  I brought 
the  people  in  crowds  to  see  it.  They  said, 
‘ Now,  after  this  we  will  believe  all  that 
you  say  to  us.’  Then  I told  them,  ‘ All  the 
island  will  bow  to  Jesus.  Now  you  said 
you  would  believe  what  I said — believe 
that.’  I taught  my  students  in  the  day 
and  preached  Jesus  at  night.  There 
was  a Chinaman  who  had  trumped  up  all 
sorts  of  falsehoods  about  us  and  circulated 
them  through  the  country.  We  prayed  and 
prayed  that  God  would  convert  him.  One 
day  he  invited  me  and  my  students  to  his 
house  where  he  had  prepared  a splendid 
feast  on  tables  out  in  the  open  air,  for  it  was 
a lovely  day.  He  called  us  in  and  said, 

‘ I believe  God  is  true,  I know  He  is,  and  I 
have  been  a servant  of  the  devil  all  the  time. 
Talk  about  God  not  being  able  to  answer 
prayer ! Do  not  tell  that  to  me.  Tell  it 
to  some  one  else  if  you  must  tell  it.  Do  not 
tell  it  to  me.’  We  had  prayed  for  this 
wicked  man,  and  he  was  converted.” 

THE  SAMOANS. 

Sir  Robert  Stout,  who  has  recently  visited 
Samoa  in  connection  with  political  affairs, 
bears  testimony  to  the  noble  work  done  by 
the  missionaries  within  the  group  of  islands. 
He  says  that  every  Samoan  village  has  a 
native  pastor,  who  is  school-master  as  well, 
and  that  Samoans  generally  can  read  and 
write.  They  all  go  to  church,  each  person 
carrying,  according  to  the  old  Scotch  cus- 
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tom  a Bible  and  hymn  book  rolled  up  in 
a white  handkerchief.  That  they  use  these 
books  is  shown  by  the  turning  of  the  leaves 
in  the  congregation.  Sir  Robert  Stout 
describes  some  of  the  schools  and  the  faith- 
ful woi’k  that  is  done  in  them,  referring 
specially  to  the  Malua  college,  which  is 
located  at  a distance  of  two  and  one-half 
hours  from  Apia.  There  are  105  students 
here,  50  of  whom  are  married.  These 
students  are  of  the  higher  grade  and  the 
course  is  four  years.  Among  them  were 
some  natives  from  the  Gilbert  and  Ellice 
groups.  Each  student  has  his  own  little 
room  in  one  of  the  many  small  houses 
which  are  built  on  each  side  of  the  square. 
There  are  about  350  acres  of  land  belong- 
ing to  the  institution,  and  the  students  raise 
their  own  food  on  this  land.  Here  have 
been  trained  teachers  and  preachers,  not 
only  for  Samoa,  but  for  other  groups,  and 
especially  for  New  Guinea,  which  these 
Samoans  regard  as  their  special  missionary 
field. 

CONFESSING  CHRIST. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Carnegie,  of  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  who  has  labored  for  ten 
years  among  the  Matebele  tribe  says  that 
they  cringed  before  the  powerful  chieftain 
Lobengula,  who  was  believed  to  make  rain, 
the  new  moon,  and  to  sleep  with  one  eye 
open,  and  they  for  the  most  part  followed 
his  example  in  rejecting  the  Gospel.  Yet 
Mr.  Carnegie  says  that  there  have  been 
some  noble  examples  of  Christian  heroism 
among  the  Matebele  and  several  converts 
have  witnessed  a good  confession. 

One  faithful  man  when  dying  was  asked, 
“ Where  are  you  going  now ! ” and  he  an- 
swered, “ I don’t  know,  but  Jesus  does.” 
Another  convert,  condemned  for  witchcraft, 


was  asked  what  he  would  do  now,  and  re- 
plied : “ In  your  eyes  the  witch  doctor  has 
proved  me  guilty,  but  God  knows  I am  not. 
You  may  kill  my  body,  but  my  soul  will  go 
up  to  live  with  Jesus.”  Mr.  Carnegie  says 
he  felt  sure  he  had  not  lived  in  vain  in 
Matebeleland  when  he  saw  a young  man 
refuse  to  go  back  and  live  as  a heathen,  and 
stand  by  his  Christian  faith  when  he  was 
knocked  to  the  ground  with  a club,  while 
his  hot  blood  was  flowing  on  the  ground. 
This  missionary,  in  view  of  recent  events, 
expects  on  his  return  to  Matebeleland  to 
find  an  open  field.  “ The  one  great  obstacle 
of  fear  and  dread  in  the  way  of  past  prog- 
ress— the  club  of  Lobengula — has  been 
broken  in  pieces  like  a potter’s  vessel,  and 
the  people  now  will  not  point  any  more  to 
Buluwayo  with  their  fingers  as  a final 
argument  to  silence  their  tongue  from  con- 
fessing Christ.”  And  Mr.  Carnegie  adds 
that  he  believes  that  if  the  Matebele  were 
asked  how  the  white  man’s  power  had 
availed  for  their  destruction  many  of  them 
would  reply  : “ The  blood  of  those  innocent 
men  and  women  whom  we  have  slain  in 
the  past  has  overtaken  us  and  fallen  upon 
us.” 

READ  THE  BIBLE. 

One  of  the  greatest  foes  to  an  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Bible  is  scrappy,  inconsecutive 
reading.  Once,  at  least,  and  as  often  as 
possible  thereafter,  read  every  book  in  the 
Bible  through  from  beginning  to  end  with 
the  fewest  possible  delays  and  hindrances. 
Such  reading,  especially  if  begun  with  the 
prayer,  “ Open  Thou  mine  eyes,  that  I may 
behold  wondrous  things  out  of  Thy  law,” 
will  enable  you  to  appreciate  more  thor- 
oughly the  Word  of  God  as  literature,  to 
gain  new  revelations  of  its  inexpressible 
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tenderness,  its  deep  pathos,  and  its  un- 
equalled beauty,  manifesting  the  love  of 
God  and  teaching  us  His  will. 

You  will  Jincl  some  things  in  the  Bible 
which  you  did  not  knots  were  there. 

I found  that  the  reading  of  the  first  five 
books  of  the  Bible  required  an  average  of 
one  hour  thirty- four  minutes  each;  the 
books  of  Samuel,  Kings,  and  Chronicles, 
an  average  of  one  hour  twenty-nine  min- 
utes each ; the  Psalms,  two  hours  forty- 
three  minutes ; Mark,  one  hour ; Luke, 
one  hour  forty-two  minutes ; John,  one 
hour ; Acts,  one  hour  thirty-seven  min- 
utes; while  such  books  as  Second  and 
Third  John,  Jude,  Philemon,  Titus,  and 
some  of  the  prophetical  books,  required 
only  from  three  to  six  minutes  each.  The 
amount  of  time  required  for  the  entire  Old 
Testament  was  thirty-eight  hours  twenty- 
seven  minutes  ; and  for  the  new  Testa- 
ment, eleven  hours  thirty-four  minutes. 

The  total  amount  of  time,  therefore,  was 
almost  exactly  fifty  hours. 

Some  would  read  more  rapidly  than  this, 
others  more  slowly.  But  that  this  is  a 
reasonable  estimate  seems  to  be  borne  out 
by  several  instances  which  have  come  to 
my  notice.  I have  been  told  that  a certain 
man  makes  it  his  practice  to  read  the  Bible 
through  during  the  first  week  of  each  year. 
Another,  with  whom  I have  been  long 
acquainted,  is  a mechanic,  who  is  obliged 
to  remain  at  the  shop  during  the  noon 
hour.  He  told  me  that  by  using  such  time 
as  he  could  save  out  of  this  noon  hour  he 
had  read  the  Bible  through  five  times  in 
fifteen  years.  In  the  “ Life  of  Catherine 
Booth  ” it  is  stated  that  Mi’s.  Booth  read 
the  Bible  through  from  cover  to  cover 
eight  times  before  she  was  twelve  years 
old. 


No  Chi’istian  can  love  the  Word  of  God 
unless  he  knows  it.  These  facts  should  be 
an  inspiration  to  daily  searching  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  meditation  upon  them  day 
and  night. — Professor  F.  S.  Goodrich. 

MEET  FOR  THE  MASTER’S  USE. 

A young  man  of  Aberdeen,  who  after- 
wards became  the  distinguished  Dr.  Milne, 
of  China,  applied  to  be  sent  out  as 
assistant  missionary.  But  on  coming  be- 
fore the  committee  they  were  so  unfavor- 
ably impressed  by  his  rough  and  uncul- 
tured appearance  that  they  declined  to 
give  him  the  appointment.  However,  they 
thought  that  perhaps  he  might  do  for  a 
servant  in  the  mission  field,  and  accordingly 
one  of  their  number  in  private  broached 
the  subject  to  the  young  applicant,  asking 
him  if  he  was  willing  to  go  in  that 
capacity.  “ Yes,  sir ; most  certainly,”  was 
the  reply.  “I  am  willing  to  do  anything 
so  that  I am  in  the  work.  To  be  a hewer 
of  wood  and  a drawer  of  water  is  too  great 
an  honor  for  me  when  the  Lord’s  house  is 
building.” 

REVIVAL  HINDRANCES. 

The  preacher  who  works  with  a selfish 
motive. 

Members  who  just  want  to  get  people 
into  our  Church. 

The  preacher  who  trusts  in  his  sermons 
instead  of  in  God. 

People  who  sit  always  on  back  seats. 

Christians  who  won’t  move  or  testify 
when  asked  to. 

People  who  think  they  possess  all  the 
holiness  in  the  church. 

People  who  think  yelling  and  pounding 
the  bench  is  what  brings  the  power. 
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People  who  can  never  see  mistakes  in 
themselves. 

Parents  who  criticise  the  sermons  and 
conduct  of  the  meetings  before  their  chil- 
dren. 

Professors  whose  walk  don’t  keep  step 
with  their  talk. 


Professors  who  listen  to  and  repeat  gos- 
siping yarns. 

Members  who  won’t  pay  their  debts. 

Men  who  spend  more  for  tobacco  than 
for  the  preached  Gospel. — Christian 
Standard. 


EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


— The  work  among  the  Chinese  on  the 
Pacific  Coast  shall  hereafter  be  known  as 

THE  CHINESE  HOME  MIS3ION, 

and  all  money  intended  for  this  scheme 
must  be  sent  to  Mr.  John  T.  Morton,  708 
Penn  Avenue,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

The  name  of  the  proposed  Mission  to 
China  shall  be 

THE  CHINESE  FOREIGN  MISSION, 

and  all  money  contributed  to  this  new  work 
must  be  sent  to  Mr.  Walter  T.  Miller, 
Cotton  Exchange  Building,  New  York. 

— At  the  June  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  the  following  action  was 
taken  in  regard  to  the  establishing  of  a 
Mission  in  China : 

Resolved,  1. — That  the  Corresponding 
Secretai’y  be  directed  to  notify  Revs.  Elmer 
McBurney,  of  Wahoo,  Neb.,  and  R.  J. 
Mclsaac,  of  Selma,  Ala.,  that  at  the  late 
meeting  of  Synod  they  were  elected  as  mis 
sionaries  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  to  China,  asking  for  their  decision 
as  soon  as  practicable,  and  not  later  than 
September  of  this  year. 

2. — That  a correspondence  be  opened 
with  Rev.  Dr.  B.  C.  Henry, of  Canton,  China, 
in  regard  to  a suitable  field  in  which  to 
begin  operations,  and  any  further  informa- 


tion he  may  be  inclined  to  fui’nish  that 
would  be  helpful  to  the  board  in  the  inaug- 
uration of  missionary  work  in  that  Empire. 

3. — That  the  board  will  not  assume  the 
responsibility  of  entering  upon  this  new 
department  of  missionary  work,  until  they 
shall  have  secured  the  service  of  two  or- 
dained ministers,  or  one  ordained  minister, 
and  a physician  who  give  evidence  of 
being  called  of  God  to  this  work. 

— Rev.  R.  J.  Mclsaac  declines  to  go  as 
one  of  the  missionaries  to  China.  In  a 
letter  received  in  the  first  week  of  July,  he 
says  among  other  things : “ I have  been 
considering  the  matter  seriously  since  the 
vote  was  taken  in  Synod,  and  have  finally 
decided  to  decline  the  appointment.  The 
way  in  which  the  matter  was  left  at  Synod 
seemed  to  be  no  positive  indication  as  to 
whether  I should  go  or  stay.  There  was 
but  a very  small  majority  of  the  votes  that 
were  cast  in  favor  of  my  going,  and  besides 
this,  when  I took  into  consideration  that 
several  members  would  not  vote  because 
they  had  got  the  impression,  since  only  Mr. 
McBurney’s  name  and  mine  had  been  pro- 
posed, that  therefore  they  could  vote  only 
for  us,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  majority 
was  really  against  my  going. 


182 


Editorial  Notes. 


“ When  Dr.  Metheny  asked  me  if  I would 
go,  I told  him  I would,  if  the  Church  saw 
fit  to  remove  me  from  the  South,  but  that 
I was  greatly  interested  in  my  present 
w7ork  and  should  be  very  loth  to  leave  it. 
The  Central  Board  asked  and  secured  my 
ordination  last  year  for  the  work  in  the 
South,  and  that  is  the  work  to  which  I feel 
I have  been  called,  unless  I have  more 
decisive  evidence  that  I should  go  else- 
where. 

“ As  my  relations  with  that  Board  have 
always  been  agreeable,  and  my  work  has,  I 
think,  been  blessed  in  the  field  to  which 
they  have  sent  me.  I feel  that  my  duty  is 
to  go  South  again  and  continue  the  work 
in  which  I have  been  so  greatly  interested.’’ 

— The  clerk  of  Synod,  Rev.  Dr.  Trum- 
bull, has  sent  us  the  following  item  which, 
through  an  oversight,  was  omitted  from  the 
minutes  of  Synod : 

“The  names  of  Elmer  McBurney  and 
Robert  J.  Mclsaac  were  presented  to  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  as  eligible  to  ap- 
pointment as  missionaries  to  China,  and 
the  names  of  Henry  G.  Foster,  T.  Holmes 
Walker,  and  W.  J.  McKnight  were  also 
presented  for  the  consideration  of  the 
board  for  appointment  to  the  foreign  field.” 

— Our  senior  missionary,  Dr.  D.  Metheny, 
left  New  York  for  Liverpool  en  route  to 
Asia  Minor,  on  Saturday  July  7th,  by  the 
Steamship  Umbria,  of  the  Cunard  Line. 
He  had  made  arrangements  to  return  by 
way  of  Havi'e  a week  earlier,  but  a sudden 
attack  of  illness,  after  he  had  gone  on  board 
the  steamer,  prevented  him  from  carrying 
out  his  original  design.  His  brief  visit  to 
this  country  has  done  good.  His  presence 
at  the  meeting  of  Synod  was  a fresh  in- 
spiration to  men  already  interested  in  mis- 
sionary work. 


— If  Rev.  Elmer  McBurney  decides  to  go 
as  missionary  to  China,  it  is  necessary  that 
he  should  have  a congenial  associate.  An 
appeal  is  therefore  addressed  to  the  young 
brethren,  whose  names  have  been  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  as  eligi- 
ble to  appointment,  and  others  in  the 
ministry,  to  consider  seriously  whether  the 
Lord  is  not  calling  them  to  foreign  mission- 
ary work.  To  those  who  may  be  inclined 
for  any  reason  to  hesitate,  we  commend  the 
impressive  words  of  a brilliant  young  stu- 
dent, when  about  to  leave  home  for  Africa. 
It  was  a spirit  of  true  consecration  to  the 
Master  that  enabled  him  to  say:  “I  think 
it  is  with  African  Missions  as  with  the 
building  of  a great  bridge,  you  know  how 
many  stones  have  to  be  buried  in  the  earth, 
all  unseen,  to  be  a foundation.  If  Christ 
wants  me  to  be  one  of  the  unseen  stones 
lying  in  an  African  grave,  I am  content, 
certain,  as  I am,  that  the  final  result  will 
be  a Christian  Africa.” 

— An  ordained  minister  and  a physician 
are  again  called  for  to  take  charge  of  the 
work  in  Cyprus.  The  kind  of  men  needed 
for  service  on  this  island,  with  its  immoral- 
ity and  determined  opposition  to  pure 
Christianity,  are  such  as  John  Coleridge 
Patteson  describes:  “Earnest,  bright, 

cheerful  fellows,  without  that  notion  of 
making  sacrifices  perpetually  occurring  to 
their  minds.  You  know  the  kind  of  men 
who  have  gotten  rid  of  the  notion  that 
mbre  self-denial  is  needed  for  a missionary 
than  for  a soldier  or  a sailor,  who  are  sent 
everywhere,  and  leave  home  and  country 
for  years,  and  think  nothing  of  it,  because 
they  go  on  duty.  A fellow  with  a healthy, 
active  tone  of  mind,  plenty  of  enterprise 
and  some  enthusiasm,  who  makes  the  best 
of  everything,  and  above  all,  does  not  think 
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liimself  better  than  other  people  because 
he  is  engaged  in  Mission  work,  that  is  the 
fellow  we  want.”  And  we  would  add,  fel- 
lows of  good  common  sense  who  are  care- 
ful not  to  injure  the  work  by  their  own 
imprudence. 

— In  reading  the  “ Items  of  Missionary 
Intelligence,”  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
brethren  at  Suadia  have  had  their  horses 
stolen.  This  is  a severe  loss,  and  if  any 
one  would  like  to  replace  them,  and  will 
send  us  $200  for  that  purpose,  the  money 
will  be  forwarded  at  once.  If  there  should 
be  any  balance  after  purchasing  the  horses, 
it  will  be  used  to  help  liquidate  the  debt 
on  the  Lower  House,  and  will  be  duly  cred- 
ited to  that  fund. 

— All  letters,  packages  and  papers  in- 
tended for  the  brethren  in  Suadia  should 
be  addressed  to  Latakia,  Syria.  The  mail 
service  by  way  of  Antioch  has  proved  very 
unreliable.  A recent  letter  from  Rev.  J. 
Boggs  Dodds  thus  refers  to  this  matter : 

“ Last  summer  I received  a letter  from  a 
L.  M.  S.  and  answered  it  immediately, 
Mrs.  Dodds  sending  one  to  her  sister  at 
the  same  time.  This  spring  one  day  the 
messenger  brought  the  two  letters  to  us 
ostensibly  from  Latakia.  But  every  effort 
to  find  out  the  reason  proved  futile. 
About  the  same  time  last  year  a messen- 
ger was  started  from  Kessab  to  mail  letters 
in  Antioch.  After  a few  hours’  absence  he 
returned  to  his  home.  On  being  quizzed 
about  it,  he  said  that  he  ‘ did  not  want  to 
go  to  Antioch,  and  so  I put  them  into  a 
stone  wall.’  Posted  them  in  a stone  fence  ! 
No  wonder  friends  cannot  see  why  we  are 
‘ so  slow  about  answering.’ 

“But,  to  cap  the  climax,  the  latest  is 
this:  Last  Friday,  as  our  messenger  was 
coming  from  Latakia  and  was  two  hours 


distant  from  here,  two  soldiers  met  him 
and  demanded  of  him  his  business.  He 
told  them,  and  then  they  said,  ‘ You  have 
no  right  to  carry  mail.  The  Franks  must 
send  it  by  the  Turkish  post.’  So  saying 
they  took  the  mail-bag  from  him,  after 
beating  him  for  protesting  and  resisting. 
The  messenger  came  on  and  reported  to 
us.  Dr.  Moore  and  I went  out  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  where  the  two  soldiers 
were  and  demanded  the  mail-bag,  which 
was  immediately  given  to  us  on  the  condi- 
tion that  it  be  opened  to  see  if  the  letters 
were  stamped.  This  we  did,  and  so  far 
as  we  know  we  found  all  the  mail.  The 
Psalters  which  you  sent  were  received  by 
this  unfortunate  mail.  Those  that  you  sent 
to  Antioch  never  reached  us. 

“ It  may  be  difficult  to  get  our  mail  un- 
molested even  in  this  way.  If  the  drunken, 
bribe-loving  soldiers  are  allowed  to  inter- 
fere as  the  fit  takes  them  with  our  messen- 
ger to  and  from  the  post  office,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  us  and  the  home  folks  to  be 
patient  about  the  delay  of  messages.  I will 
report  the  case  to  the  Consul.  There  is  no 
post  office  here,  and  so  we  must  go  either 
to  Antioch  or  Latakia.  We  prefer  the  lat- 
ter place.” 

— The  young  women  who  have  not  yet 
made  a second  payment  on  the  five-year 
pledge  to  aid  in  the  support  of  a mission- 
ary, should  forward  the  money  to  this  office 
before  the  end  of  August,  that  it  may  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of 
Foreign  Missions  the  first  week  in  Sep- 
tember. 

— We  thankfully  acknowledge  having  re- 
ceived from  a young  man,  a member  of 
Second  New  York,  the  sum  of  $52,  a 
seventh  half-yearly  contribution  of  that 
amount  towards  the  work  in  Suadia. 
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Editorial  Notes. 


— The  work  among  the  Jews  in  Phila- 
delphia is  to  be  known  as 

THE  MISSION  OF  THE  COTENANT  TO  ISRAEL, 

and  will  be  under  the  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  the  Session  of  the  Second  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  in  that  city.  In  his 
Circular  the  Rector,  Rev.  T.  C.  McFeeters, 
says : 

“ This  Mission  is  located  in  a district 
densely  populated  by  the  Israelites.  The 
building  has  been  remodeled,  renovated 
and  furnished,  being  fitted  up  for  evan- 
gelical, educational  and  dispensary  work. 

“ The  house  being  placed  in  charge  of 
the  Mission  Committee,  free  of  rent,  by 
Dr.  D.  Metheny,  and  the  work  authorized 
by  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  the  permanency  of  the 
enterprise  commands  confidence. 

“The  foundation  being  laid  upon  the 
divine  promises,  with  faith  and  prayer,  the 
work  will  be  enlarged  according  as  the 
Lord  shall  move  the  hearts  of  His  people 
to  pray,  labor  and  contribute  for  its  ex- 
tension. 

“ The  missionary  in  charge,  Mr.  Moses 
Greenberg,  is  well  qualified  for  the  work 
by  sound  knowledge,  glowing  faith,  fixed 
principles,  liberal  education,  and  zeal  for 
his  people.  He  intends  to  continue  his 
studies  in  the  Seminary.  His  wife  also  is 
adorned  and  adapted  as  a helper  by  edu- 
cation and  deep  devotion. 

“ The  prayers,  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion of  all  are  most  earnestly  requested  by 
the  Session,  under  whose  supervision  the 
Mission  in  Philadelphia  has  been  placed. 
May  we  hear  from  you  as  a friend  of 
Israel ? ” 

The  opening  exercises  were  held  July  19, 
1894. 


— Missionary  Literature. — The  Fleming 
H.  Revell  Co.,  New  York  and  Chicago,  have 
laid  on  our  table  a copy  of  “ James  Gilmour 
and  His  Boys,”  by  Richard  Lovett,  M.  A., 
well  known  to  our  readers  as  the  author  of 
“ James  Gilmour  of  Mongolia.”  The  price 
is  only  $1.25,  and  we  are  glad  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  young  to  so  interesting  a 
little  volume. 

CROSS-BEARER’S 

Missionary  Reading  Circle. 

REV.  MARCUS  L.  GRAY,  Pres’t. 


LITERATURE  FOR  1894-5. 


I.  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

1.  Life  of  Robert  Morrison $ .75 

Wm.  J.  Townsend. 

2.  Life  of  Adoniram  Judson 1.50 

Rev.  Edward  Judson,  D.D. 

II.  PATRIOTIC. 

3.  Our  Country  (Revised) 60 

Rev.  Josiali  Strong,  D.D. 

III.  EVANGELICAL. 

4.  Foreign  Missions  After  a Century  1.50 

Rev.  James  S.  Dennis,  D.D. 

IV.  PERIODICAL. 


5.  The  Missionary  Review  of  the  World  . 


To  C.  M.  R.  C.  Members 1.90 

Rev.  Arthur  T.  Pierson,  D.D  , Editor. 

6.  Membership  Fee,  per  annum 50 


Send  membership  fee,  50  cents,  to  the  Secre- 
tary, Rev.  Z.  M.  Williams,  A.M.,  Gallatin,  Mo., 
and  write  him  for  further  information.  $6.25 
buys  all  literature  for  1894-5.  Send  this  amount 
to  HERALD  OF  MISSION  NEWS, 

New  York  City. 


Missionary  Biography  Series. 

Fully  illustrated.  i2mo,  cloth,  each 75 

“ We  commended  this 
series  in  our  last  is- 
sue, and  a further  ex- 
amination leads  us  to 
renew  our  commenda- 
tion, and  to  urge  the 
placing  of  this  series  of 
missionary  books  in  all 
our  Sabbath-school  li- 
braries.” — The  Mis- 
sionary Herald. 

“ Fleming  H.  Revell 
Company  has  been  do- 
ing good  service  in  pop- 
ularizing in  America 
neat  but  inexpensive 
books  about  missions 
and  missionaries.”  — 
The  Sunday  School 
Times, 

SET  NO.  1. 

Containing  Volumes  1 to  6 in  a box 4.50 

1.  Griffith  John,  Founder  of  the  Hankow 
Mission,  Central  China.  By  Wm.  Robson. 

2.  Robert  Moffat,  the  Missionary  Hero  of 
Kuruman.  By  David  J.  Deane. 

3.  James  Chalmers,  Missionary  and  Explorer 
of  Rarotonga  and  New  Guinea.  By  Wm. 
Robson. 

4.  William  Carey,  the  Shoemaker  who  became 
a Missionary.  By  Rev.  John  B.  Myers. 

5.  Robert  Morrison,  the  Pioneer  of  Chinese 
Missions.  By  Wm.  J.  Townsend. 

6.  Bishop  Patteson,  the  Martyr  of  Melanesia. 
By  fesse  Page. 

SE  T NO.  2. 

Containing  Volumes  7 to  12  in  box 4.50 

7.  Samuel  Crowther,  the  Slave  Boy  who  be- 
came Bishop  of  the  Niger.  By  Jesse  Page. 

8.  Thomas  J.  Comber,  Missionary  Pioneer  to 
the  Congo.  By  Rev.  John  B.  Myers. 

9.  Missionary  Ladies  in  Foreign  Lands. 
By  Mrs.  E.  R.  Pitman. 

10.  John  Williams,  the  Martyr  Missionary  of 
Polynesia.  By  Rev.  James  J.  Ellis, 
xi.  James  Calvert;  or,  From  Dark  to  Dawn  in 
Fiji.  By  R.  Vernon. 

12.  Henry  Martyn.  His  Life  and  Labors : 
Cambridge — India — Persia.  By  Jesse  Page. 

SET  NO.  3. 

13.  David  Brainerd,  the  Apostle  to  the  North 
American  Indians.  By  Jesse  Page. 

14.  Madagascar : Its  Missionaries  and  Martyrs. 
By  William  J.  Townsend. 

15.  Thomas  Birch  Freeman.  Missionary  Pio- 
neer to  Ashanti,  Dahomey,  and  Egba.  By 
Rev.  John  Milum. 

16.  Daybreak  ’Midst  Greenland  Snows;  or, 

the  Early  History  of  Arctic  Missions.  By 
Jesse  Page: 


Missionary  Hand  Books. 

“Do  Not  Say;”  or,  The  Church’s  Excuse  for 
Neglecting  the  Heathen.  Paper.  100  pages,  net,  10. 

‘‘An  earnest  and  forcible  appeal.’* — Watchman. 

A most  earnest,  pungent  and  reasonable  appeal.” — Religious 
Telescope 

“A  telling  contribution  to  missionary  literature.”— Presbyterian 
Journal. 

“ An  earnest,  ringing  Macedonian  cry.” — N.  Y.  Observer. 

China.  By  Rev.  J.  T.  Gracey,  D.D.  64  pages,  .15 
Open  Doors.  By  Rev.  J.  T.  Gracey,  D.  D.,  .15 

Those  who  are  interested  in  missionary  topics,  as  all  ought  to  be, 
will  find  this  little  pamphlet  affords  a great  deal  of  valuable  infor- 
mation as  to  Christian  opportunity  in  Africa,  Japan,  Burmah, 
Mexico,  South  America,  Korea  and  the  islands  of  the  sea. 

The  Greatest  Work  in  the  World.  The  Evan- 
gelization of  all  People  in  the  Present  Century.  By 
Arthur  T.  Pierson,  D.  D.  i2mo.,  leatherette,  gilt 

top, -35 

Cheaper  edition,  paper,  ....  .15 

“The  ardor  and  enthusiasm  of  the  author  are  worthy  of  all 
praise  ; he  utters  plain  truths  with  great  vigor  and  effect.” — Living 
Church. 

‘ Both  the  author's  enthusiasm  on  this  subject  and  his  ability  in 
discussing  it  are  well  known.” — National  Presbyterian. 

Once  Hindu:  Now  Christian.  The  early  life 
of  Baba  Padmanji.  Translated  from  the  Marathi. 
Edited  by  J.  Murray  Mitchell,  LL.  D.  i2mo., 
cloth,  --------  .75 

“ A more  instructive  or  more  interesting  narrative  of  a human 
soul,  emerging  into  the  light,  liberty  and  peace  of  a child  of  God 
does  not  often  come  to  hand  "—Missionary  Herald. 

On  the  Congo.  By  Mrs.  H.  Grattan  Guinness. 
Recollections  from  Notes  and  Conversations  of  Mis- 
sionaries. With  illustrations,  Map  and  Appendix. 
i2mo  , leatherette,  ------  .50 

Missionary  Annals. 

i2mo.,  paper,  each,  net,  15c.;  cloth,  each,  net,  .30 

1.  Memoir  of  Robert  Moffat.  By  M.  L.  Wilder. 

2.  Life  of  Adoniram  Judson.  By  Julia  H.  John- 
ston. 

3.  Woman  and  the  Gospel  in  Persia  By  Rev. 
Thos.  Laurie,  D.  D. 

4.  Life  of  Rev.  Justin  Perkins,  D.  D.  By  Rev. 
Henry  Martyn  Perkins. 

5.  David  Livingstone.  By  Mrs.  J.  H.  Worcester, 

Jr- 

6.  Henry  Martyn  and  Sam’I  J.  Mills.  By 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Rhea  and  Elizabeth  G.  Stryker. 

7.  William  Carey.  By  Mary  E.  Farwell. 

8.  Madagascar.  By  Belle  McPherson  Campbell. 

9.  Alexander  Duff.  By  Elizabeth  B.  Vermilye. 


FLEMING  H.  REVELL  COMPANY, 

New  York:  112  Fifth  Avenue.  Chicago:  148  & 150  Madison  Street. 

Toronto:  140  & 142  Yonge  Street. 


O’NEILL’S 

Sixth  Avenue,  20th  to  21st  Street, 

NEW  YORK. 


Importers  a Ret  Retailers. 


FINE  MILLINERY,  DRY  GOODS,  DRESS  TRIMMINGS, 

LADIES’  CENTLEMEN’S  AND  CHILDREN’S  HOSIERY 
AND  FURNISHINGS, 

UPHOLSTERY,  CURTAINS,  BEDDING,  ETC., 

-■  $ HOUSE  FURNISHING  GOODS,  •-»- 

China,  Glassware,  Clocks,  Bronzes,  Silverware,  Jewelry,  Leather  Goods. 

H.  O'Neill  & Co., 

Sixth  Ave.,  20tli  to  21st  St.,  N.T 


The  Largest  and  Finest  establishment  of  its  Kind  in  this  Country. 


